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NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2026

The September Meeting will be held in the clubrooms of the Parramatta and Holroyd Lapidary Club
at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville, at 7.30 pm on Friday the 4™ of September.

The program will comprise a lecture to be given By Ross Pogson titled : -

‘A Cliefden Cave and Speleothems at the Australian Museum’

There will also be a mini-talk given by Graham Ogle on the Berlin Natural History Museum.
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS and PROGRAMS

October 9: (Second Friday): Possible mini-talk by Dieter Mylius on North Queensland Localities.
To be confirmed.

November 6: Program to be confirmed.

December 5™ (Saturday): The Christmas Social and Swap n” Sell and Sausage Sizzle will be held
on Saturday the 5™ of December at the Parramatta Lapidary Club from 10.00 am.
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Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Friday 7™ of August 2026

The Meeting was opened by the Society President, Dieter Mylius with about twenty-two members

attending, constituting a quorum. (Minimum of fifteen members required).

Graham Ogle advised members that there would be a Micro-mineral Group meeting on the following

day at John Chapman’s house in Ryde, commencing at 10.00am. The guest speaker for this evening’s Memorial
Lecture, Peter Elliott, would be also be at the Group meeting and could be asked to examine any specimens to
help identify them. There would be a BBQ lunch, members were advised to BYO food and drink and to let John
Chapman know that they would be attending.

The first order of business was for the President to present his Report for the preceding year.


http://www.minsocnsw.org.au/

President's Report 2026

Mineralogical Society of New South Wales, Inc

Thank you all for being here, whether in person or on Zoom. And thank you all for your enthusiastic continued
support of our society, the Mineralogical Society of NSW. President’s reports are similar each year, so I'll try
to keep it brief.

It’s been another enjoyable year of social meetings and interesting talks here in Wentworthville, and for those
unable to attend in person, we still try to maintain the Zoom option. But as I have said in previous years, we
need a person with better expertise to make the experience slicker and more reliable for viewers and presenters.

On Friday nights we seem to attract a steady 18 to 25 members, to listen to the presentations, as well as have a
chance to chat about matters mineralogical. The low numbers of attendees are not where we would like them,
and the committee needs to consider why this may be the case. However, chatting minerals and the chance to
pick up a little something in the $1 box all, and delicacies and beverages supplied by Marion, Haley and George,
make the first Friday of the month not to be missed.

Of course, the highlight of the years has to be the 50th anniversary dinner held at the Ryde Eastwood Leagues
Club in October 2025 — a real milestone for the society.

Our finances are in great shape, with our financial membership steady at around 100. We have lost a few
members during the year, and a few people have chosen to leave the society, but we also have had the pleasure
of welcoming new members. Full details of our financial situation will be given by a treasurer immediately
after this report.

I thank everyone who has given a presentation or run a meeting during the past year. The content has been
varied and interesting, presented by guest speakers and society members. We also had our yearly auction of
mineral specimens, with thanks going to Glen Brown our auctioneer extraordinaire. Although there were not
many in the room, there were some good results for both buyers and sellers. With the Christmas swap and sell
being a Saturday daytime bbq event again, the committee will probably make this a permanent feature of our
yearly calendar.

Thank you to the outgoing committee for the work they have done during the year with the heavy lifting largely
being done by George Laking our secretary and our vice president John Chapman. Thanks Graham Ogle for
keeping our finances in control, and to field trips officer Brian Holden. Sadly, Ed Zbik has resigned, after many
years working on the library, field trips and bringing in the SWMC. Vacancies have been taken up by Dione
Cendon and Jeff Davies. Committee meetings are held on Zoom most months. The committee is a largely sane
and cohesive group of people which means that committee meetings are not onerous. If you are interested, any
member can listen in to the meetings and contribute. Just ask Graham Ogle for the link. John, Graham, George,
Brian, Dione, Haley, Ed, and now Jeff, thank you for the great work you have been doing over the year. If you
think that serving on the committee may be for you, ask about nominating. The current committee is not getting
younger, so some new blood would be most welcome, and with more nominations, it may be interesting to
actually have an election - a novelty not seen for many years.
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After Mark Walters’ years with the difficult job of organising field trips, Brian Holden is now at the helm with
volunteer helpers as needed. It’s a difficult job due to restricted access to suitable sites, governmental
permissions and deposits that are depleted, rehabilitated, totally weathered or just seem to have disappeared.
But with the help of some country members, we are hoping to gain access to interesting localities.

The Safe Work Methods Certificate program is now being managed by Kevin Capnerhurst, and in our society
as you know, these certificates are a prerequisite to attending most field trips.

The micro group, convened by Graham Ogle continues to attract a core group interested in looking at tiny often
hidden things. If you have not looked at micros, it is a great way to see things previously unseen, often very
beautiful, and build up a collection of specimens that do not take up much space. Every meeting seems to have

a good array of freebies from all sorts of places, for the taking.

Our website looks great, but keeping it up to date is a struggle, so we still need to train people to maintain it
and keep it up to date so that not everything has to go through one person.

Again, thank you all. I wish the incoming committee a successful year.

Dieter Mylius, President, Mineralogical Society of NSW.
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After the Presidents report the Treasurer, Graham Ogle, presented the Annual Financial Report.

MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW SOUTH WALES
INC.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2025-2026

2025-26 2024-25
Funds in hand | Balance in Operating Account CBA # 06 2016 28023647 | $9,270.04 | $8,891.48
Funds in CBA Term Deposit 1 - Betty Mayne Bequest $31,966.32 | $31,966.32
Funds in CBA Term Deposit 2 - Walker Bequest $74,116.88 | $ 72,580.36
Cash in Hand S 46.00 S 46.00
in 25/26 $778 for Website Annual costs + rebuild after
Liabilities: hacking. Kids with Cancer $515 (left over from 24/25). $1,293.00 | $515.00
Total Funds at
30th June $114,106.24 | $112,969.16




Increase in
funds $ 1,137.08 | $(109.55)
Income: Membership subscriptions $2,320.00 | $1,655.00
Supper donations and mineral sales $621.60 $397.30
Sale for Kids with Cancer S - $2,325.00
included in included in
Supper Supper
donations donations
George Smith /Gemstones NE book sales + others etc etc
Interest on operating account $44.88 $41.11
Anniversary dinner $1,450.00 |S -
Interest on term deposit (into operating account) $1,198.74 |$1,271.95
Interest on term deposit (reinvested into op acc in
2024-25) $1,536.52 | $2,924.65
Total | $7,171.74 | $8,615.01
Expenditure: | Supper items $309.68 $341.83
Rent - hall hire $320.00 S 600.00
Anniversary dinner $2,675.70 |S -
Transfer of money raised for Kids for Cancer S - S 2,325.00
Printing, postage, stationery, Subs, PL ins., Dept Fair
Trading, PAI, Speaker, Website, Library, Equipment etc. | $1,921.28 | $4,942.73
Total | $5,226.66 | $ 8,209.56

Other assets: Mineral trimmer; U.V. lamp; Geiger counter; Microscopes;

Library and shelving; UHF radios, (2); Projector; P.A. system; Urn.

The above statement indicates that the Society is in a sound financial position
Graham Ogle

Treasurer

5t August 2026.

The Treasurer explained a few features of the Financial Report. This year there had not been a large
collection for the Kids with Cancer charity foundation although there was some money left over from the
previous year. Some extra expenditure had been due to the Society website which had now been running for
seven years and had been subjected to some hacking activity which had necessitated a rebuilding. Another extra
item of expenditure was the Anniversary dinner held last October.

Otherwise, income and expenditure were similar to the previous year. The amount received from
membership subscriptions had increased reflecting the membership numbers continuing to improve after the
COVID episode. Interest on the bequest term deposits invested with the Commonwealth bank were either paid
into the cheque account or re-invested by being added to the capital and rolled over.



5

ELECTION OF THE SOCIETY COMMITTEE FOR 2026/2027

The next Order of Business was the election of the Society Committee for the forthcoming year. Dieter
Mylius asked Gary Sutherland to come forward and take on the task of Returning Officer to conduct the election.

The Returning Officer noted that since there was only one nominee presented for each position, he was
able to dispense with any balloting and declare the nominees duly elected as follows : -

PRESIDENT: Dieter Mylius

VICE-PRESIDENT: John Chapman

SECRETARY: George Laking

TREASURER: Graham Ogle

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Haley Bambridge
Dioni Cendon
Brian Holden
Jeff Davis

With the Election over the re-elected President asked if there was Any Other Business. When no other matters were
raised, he advised that the 2026 Annual General Meeting was concluded.
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Before the guest speaker was asked to deliver his lecture the President briefly explained the background
to the Mayne-Walkers Memorial Lecture. At the suggestion of the late Professor Laurie Lawrence the Lecture
was named as a memorial in recognition of three major benefactors to the Society, Betty Mayne and Harold
and Edna Walker. Betty was President of the Society in the late 1980s up to 1991 when she passed away
unexpectedly. Harold and Edna Walker were loyal members of the Society for nearly twenty years from the
early 1990s to 2011/2012 when unfortunately, they also passed away within a year of each other. The wills of
both Betty Mayne and the Walkers provided that half of the proceeds of their estates should be given to the
Society. The bequests have been held as term deposits with interest allowed to accumulate or added to the
current account.

Dieter Mylius then asked Graham Ogle to introduce the speaker who was to give the 2026 Memorial
Lecture.

Dr Peter Elliott is a research mineralogist with a BSc and PhD in mineralogy. He has been working for
many years at the Department of Earth Sciences, School of Physical Sciences, Adelaide University, S.A and
has been involved in identifying many new minerals. Australia has been the source of 195 new minerals with
87 of these being identified since the year 2000.

The article in the Australian Journal of Mineralogy, Volume 6, Number 2, December 2000, by a number
of workers including Lin Sutherland, Ross Pogson, Ian Graham and others, ‘Mineral species first described
from Australia and their type specimens’ lists 105 minerals at that time. With the aid of over 170 images shown
to the meeting Dr Elliott described about half the new minerals found since 2000 which, with others, he had
personally identified.

The lecture was very thoroughly illustrated by about 170 images of minerals, most with their chemical
formulae given, diagrams of their crystal structure and details of the location and the person or place for whom
they were named.
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Australian New Minerals in the 21st Century
Dr. Peter Elliot

Department of Earth Sciences, School of Physical Sciences, Adelaide University,

South Australian Museum, Adelaide, South Australia

195 New minerals have been described
from Australia

Western Australia 59
South Australia 52
New South Wales 37
Victoria 19
Queensland 15
Tasmania 11
Northern Territory 4

14 are from Broken Hill

87 new minerals have been
discovered since 2000

South Australia 38
New South Wales 22
Victoria 10
Western Australia 8
Queensland 8
Tasmania 1
Northern Territory 1

Type specimens of 47 are in the South Australia Museum
Type specimens of seven are in the Museums Victoria collection.

A number of the new minerals have initially been recovered from the Broken Hill mine Block 14
opencut. The Bamford mine in Queensland has been another source of some new species. Other sources have
been the Penrice Quarry. S.A.; Great Australia mine, QId; Tom’s quarry, S.A.; the Iron Monarch quarry, S.A.;
the Dome Rock Mine, S.A.; the Elsmore tin mine, NSW; the Spring Creek mine, S.A. and other sites in the

Flinders Ranges.

Mineral structures may be written in terms of the strongly bonded coordination polyhedra.

CrO6 Ca0s8
Cr site is coordinated Ca site is coordinated
by six O anions by eight O anions

CrOs Octahedron CaOg square antiprism

\f:) J

S04
S site is coordinated
by four O anions

Ca0s3
Ca site is coordinated
by three O anions

SO4 Tetrahedron COs3 Triangle
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Zns(PO4,SO4,ASO4)3(OH )4'7H20

Named for Arnold van der Heyden who
worked as a mine geologist at Broken Hill for
the former Minerals Mining and Metallurgy
Ltd from December 1985 until June 1991. in
recognition of his contribution to the
understanding of the secondary mineralogy
of the Broken Hill ore body by the systematic
collecting of mineral specimens from the
oxidized zone.
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Colchesterite. Bi3+20[M05.+208]
Old 25 Pipe, Kingsgate, NSW

Birchite  Cd2Cu2(PO4)2(SO4)'5H,0

| Hodgesmithite.
(CU,Zn)szn(SO4)2(OH)10'3H20.

Named for Thomas Hodge-Smith (1894—
1945 who was assistant to the Curator at the
Mining Museum, Sydney, New South Wales,
Australia from 1913 until 1919 then Assistant
in Mineralogy at the Australian Museum,
Sydney, 1919 to 1922, and Museum
Mineralogist at the Australian Museum from
1922 until 1945.
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Cardite Zns.s(ASO4)2(A803OH)(OH)3'3H20

Named for George William Card (1865—-1943),

petrologist and mineralogist with the Geological

Survey of New South Wales.

Curator of the Mining Museum, Sydney from 1893 to

1927.

Birchite: Named for Dr Bill Birch:
Curator of Minerals at the Museum
of Victoria from 1974 to 2013
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Plimerite: ZnFe>4(PO4)s(OH)s Nyholmite

Cd3Zﬂ2(ASOsOH)2(ASO4)2'4H20
Named for Professor lan Plimer: Named for Sir Ronald Sydney Nyholm:

Lecturer in geology at the University of Lecturer and senior lecturer in Chemistry at
New South Wales at Broken Hill from 1974 to Sydney Technical College from 1940 to 1951.
1979 Associate professor of Inorganic Chemistry at
Research geologist North Broken Hill from the New South Wales University of Technology
1979 101982 1952 to 1954. President of the Royal Society of
Senior lecturer in economic geology at the New South Wales from 1954
University of New England from1982 to 1991. Professor of Chemistry at University College
Professor of geology at the University of London from 1955 to 1971.

Melbourne from 1991 to 2005.

g

Yancowinnaite PbCu(Al,Fe®*)(AsO4)2(OH,H20), Edwardsite Cu3Cd2(S0O4)2(OH)s4H.0
Kintore opencut , Broken Hill, NSW Block 14 opencut, Broken Hill, NSW.
Tsumcorite group, the Al analogue of gartrellite, Named for Austin Burton Edwards
PbCuFe3+(As04)2(0OH,H20)2 Mineralogist and petrologist in the
Named for Yancowinna County, in which Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Broken Hill is situated Research Organisation (CSIRO), Melbourne,

Australia from 1934-1960.

The redefinition of aldermanite and angastonite
The study of aldermanite and angastonite has resulted in the discovery of five new minerals.

Aldermannite was recognized as a new mineral species from Klemm’s Quarry, Moculta, S.A. in 1981.
The chemical formula then was given as MgsAli2(PO4)s(OH)22-32H,0. From powder x-ray diffraction, the
1981 authors decided that aldermanite was orthorhombic with the unit cell a = 15.00, b = 8.33, ¢ = 26.60 A.
The space group was not able to be determined.
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Each mineral species is distinguished by its chemical formula and the crystallography of the mineral
(crystal system, unit cell, space group). Ideally, this can be obtained from single crystal x-ray diffraction and
can also sometimes be obtained from powder x-ray diffraction but with a greater degree of uncertainty.

In 2000 specimens were found at Tom’s Quarry, Kapunda, S.A. with crystals that had the same shape
as aldermanite crystals from Moculta, but were much larger. In 2008 Dr Elliott was able to solve the crystal
structure using a crystal from Toms Quarry and in 2021, aldermanite was officially redefined with the new
chemical formula NaMgAls(POa)2(OH,F)s-9H.0 and monoclinic crystallography.

-

Aldermanite Tom’s Quarry Angastnite: Penrice uary, Angastn, SA

Another mineral originally identified by others also came to the speaker’s attention. Specimens
recognized as a new mineral had been recovered from the Penrice Quarry, Angaston, S.A. in 2008.
Angastonite occurs as white crusts and coatings up to ~1 mm thick on a matrix of dark brown iron and
manganese oxyhydroxides. It was given the chemical formula CaMgAIZ(PO4)2(OH)4-7H20.

Photographs published showed two habits of angastonite, platy crystals and aggregates of contorted
tabular platelets. A chemical analysis was not done on either of these two types of crystals. Chemical
analyses would have showed that the chemical compositions were different. Powder x-ray diffraction was not
done which would have also showed that the two minerals were different.

In 2010, an angastonite specimen was obtained by the speaker from Vince Peisley which had some
larger crystals of the platy mineral. Dr Elliott was able to get a powder x-ray diffraction pattern of the crystals
which matched some of the peaks in the powder x-ray diffraction pattern of angastonite but not all of them.
This suggested the presence of more than one crystalline phase.

12000
13A platy crystals
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Powder x-ray diffraction patterns of some angastonite specimens showed that the peak at 13 A was
missing, suggesting that this is due to one mineral. Also, the heights of the 11 A and 10 A peaks differ,
suggesting the presence of three crystalline minerals in the published angastonite x-ray pattern. So the
original angastonite powder XRD pattern was from a mixture of four different minerals.
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A new chemical analysis of the amorphous mineral gave a formula similar to the existing angastonite
with the formula. CaMgAlx(PO4)2(OH)4-7H20. Angastonite has been redefined as an amorphous mineral.

Subsequently Dr Elliott had worked on identifying the four unknown minerals shown up by the XRD
analyses and established the presence of new minerals from the Penrice Quarry, Angastone, SA

13 A phase: penriceite: NaMgAlz(POs)2Fs-9H.0
11 A phase: elliottite: NaMgAlz(POa4)2Fs-9H.0
10 A phase: tomsquarryite: NaMgAl3(PO4)2(OH)s-8H2.0
12 A phase: chinnerite: NaMgAlz(POs)2Fs-8H.0

The speaker moved on to describe new minerals identified from the Bamford Hill Mine.
bamfordite (type locality) Fe**Mo206(OH)3 - H20
morningstarite (type locality) Na(Wze7Fe3*33)09.H20
ootannite (type locality) Th*,W6*4016-5H,0
petfordite (type locality) ZrWe*,07(0OH),-2H,0

Then there were still another twenty more minerals originally identified by Dr Elliott to be described.

Barlowite Cu4BrF(OH)e

Great Australia mine, Cloncurry, Queensland,
Named for William Barlow (1845-1934) English
amateur geologist and crystallographer
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Thoraphit: ThPO4,AsO4)3-6H20 Perloffite BaMn?*Fe®*(PO4)3(OH)s
Elsmore Tin Mine, Elsmore, NSW Spring Creek Mine, Wilmington, Flinders Ranges, SA
R R AR
EQUIPMENT LOANS

The following Society equipment is available for borrowing by members. The table indicates who is
the custodian of each item of equipment and ultimately responsible for it, who has currently borrowed it, who
wishes to borrow it next and what dates are applicable to the borrowing and returning. The items listed would
be brought to Society meetings each month by the custodian or current borrower for the next member wishing
to use the equipment who will have applied to the custodian.

Mineralogical Society of NSW - Equipment loans

Item Custodian Current holder Booked to Booked from | Booked to
date date
*Binocular Graham Ogle
Microscope #1 0400 683 574
Binocular George Laking
Microscope #2 0468 387 899
L Brian Holden
Radiation detector 0408 418 937
Rock trimmer John Chapman Graham Ogle 4/9/26
0435 085 050 &
. Brian Holden
CB radios (4) 0408 418 937
George Laking John Chapman
UVLamp 0468 387 899 0435 085 050 7/8/26 4/9/26

Contact the custodian to borrow an item.

Collect at a meeting, keep for one month, return to the
custodian at the following meeting.
*Binocular Microscope #1 is reserved for the Micro-mineral

group

hdkhokdhedk
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

NSW State Gem and Mineral Show 2026

The NSW State Gem and Mineral Show, 2026, formerly GEMKHANA,
will be held on Saturday 26th September and Sunday 27th September 2026
at the Hawkesbury District Agricultural Showground, Clarendon.
Saturday 9am — 5pm and Sunday 9am — 4pm

‘The show will feature handcrafted jewellery, faceted stones, polished stones, (cabochons), stone carving,
minerals, fossils and crystals. Traders will be on site selling jewellery, crystals, cut stones,
lapidary equipment, slabs and there will be demonstrations of faceting.

Free Parking, ATM on site. Adults $10 Children Under 16 FREE. Camping Sites Available.’
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TRAMSHEDS Gem & Crystal Expo 2026

To be held at 1 Dalgal Way, Forest Lodge, Glebe, Sydney, over Friday, (4:30pm till 7:30pm),
Saturday & Sunday, (normal hours), over the 2™ to 4™ of October. $10 entry fee.

‘The Tramshed Gem and Crystal Expo is hosted by Australian Gem and Mineral Expos. It is an annual
event where specialist dealers from all parts of Australia come to display and sell their products. On sale are
quality gems, minerals, fossils, jewellery, beads, metaphysical products, meteorites, crystals, gem rough and
lapidary needs. There is plenty of parking at the venue and surrounds.’
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CARLINGFORD Gem & Crystal Expo

Being held over Saturday & Sunday November the 28" and 29™ in the
Roselea Community Centre, 645 Pennant Hills Road, Carlingford.
Open from 9:30am on both days and closing at 5:00pm on the Saturday and at 4:00pm on Sunday.

‘The Carlingford Gem and Mineral Expo is hosted by Australian Gem and Mineral Expos. It is an
annual event where specialist dealers from all parts of Australia come to display and sell their products. On
sale are quality gems, minerals, fossils, jewellery, beads, metaphysical products, meteorites, crystals, gem
rough and lapidary needs.’

For more information, please contact Peter on 0412 333 150 or email at agamexpos@outlook.com
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https://agamexpos.com.au/event/tramsheds-gem-crystal-expo/
mailto:agamexpos@outlook.com
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" When : 3rd, 4th, 5th Oct 2026

Where : Memorial Oval / Showground
Broken Hill NSW.

An invitation to all mineral, gemstone, or lapidary enthusiasts to come to
Broken Hill in the Australian outback...

+ To set up a stall, to buy, sell or trade minerals, gemstones and lapidary
items.

+ To see the sights of the historic Silver City and the surrounding district .

+ To meet up with old mineral and gemstone collector friends or make new
ones from clubs Australia and World wide.

+ To go on organised mineral fossicking trips within the mineralogically
diverse Broken Hill district.

Camping facilities are available on site (limited powered sites available).
Caravan Parks, Motel / Hotel accommodation available in Broken Hill.

Find us on Facebook - for more information.
Facebook Page: Broken Hill Mineral Club Inc

The Broken Hill Mineral Club Inc.




