
    THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY 

OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC 

    Website: www.minsocnsw.org.au 

     Please address all correspondence to :- 

             The Secretary, 58 Amazon Road, Seven Hills, NSW 2147 

 

NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2026 

 
The October Meeting will be held in the clubrooms of the Parramatta and Holroyd Lapidary Club 

at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville, at 7.30 pm on Friday the 9th of October. 

 

Members Please Note: The Meeting is being held on the second Friday of the month  

after the October long weekend and Public Holiday of Monday the 5th. 

 

The October Meeting program will comprise a ‘Show and Tell’ during which members 

Gary Sutherland, Karen Smith, Haley Bambridge and Brian Holden will present  

short talks and descriptions about favourite or selected minerals. 

 

 The program will also include a lecture to be given by Dieter Mylius titled  

‘Vivianite and the Vivianite Group revisited’ 

  

*********** 

 
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS and PROGRAMS 

 

November 6th:     There will be a virtual lecture given by Steve Sorrell on ‘Life after work’. 

  

December 5th (Saturday):  The Christmas Social and Swap n’ Sell and Sausage Sizzle will be held 

 on Saturday the 5th of December at the Parramatta Lapidary Club from 10.00 am. 

  

*********** 

 

The SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
 

 PRESIDENT:    Dieter Mylius                    Mobile: 0412 516 193 

       E-mail: dieterm@internode.on.net  

 VICE-PRESIDENT:   John Chapman        Tel: (02) 9808 3481 

       E-mail: chapmanjr@optusnet.com.au 

 SECRETARY:   George Laking       Tel: (02) 9636 7145 

                Mobile: 0468 387 899 

       E-mail: bglaking@tech2u.com.au 

TREASURER:   Graham Ogle         Mobile: 0400 683 574 

       E-mail:  quartzandorion@gmail.com 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Haley Bambridge        Mobile: 0413 100 344 

Dioni Cendon         Tel:     (02) 9717 3937 

Brian Holden         Mobile: 0408 418 937 

Jeff Davis         Mobile: 0409 996 477 

 

http://www.minsocnsw.org.au/
mailto:dieterm@internode.on.net
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The SEPTEMBER MEETING 

 At the commencement of the September Meeting the President Dieter Mylius reported on the Micro-

mount Group meeting which had been held on Saturday the 8th of August, the day after the General Meeting 

on Friday. The work of the Group at the meeting had been enhanced by the presence of Peter Elliott whose 

knowledge of mineral identification and advice to members was invaluable. The President noted that the 

current location of the Society microscope intended to be available at the Micro-mount meetings, was not 

known, presumably because a member has borrowed and not returned it. He requested that whoever had the 

microscope should return it.  

 

Dieter Mylius drew attention to the latest issue of the Rocks & Minerals magazine, which featured a 

picture of the cerussite specimen which also appears on the cover of the George Smith ‘A Contribution to 

the Mineralogy of New South Wales’ book reprinted by the Society. The photograph was originally taken 

by John Chapman who had latterly submitted it to the magazine which had held a photographic competition. 

The issue featured a number of winning photographs taken by contributors. 

 

 The President further reported on a library working bee last month when Committee members set about 

sorting through the Library inventory. The Society has a large library of books and particularly magazines 

including a full set of the Mineralogical Record up to the mid-2010s where there are a few gaps. There are a 

number of Rocks & Minerals magazines from about the year 2000 when the Society commenced subscribing, 

also with a few gaps due to members borrowing but not returning. (The Rocks & Minerals magazine is now 

up to Volume 101 this year which means that the publication has been running since 1926). Due to donations 

by members and others in the past there is quite an amount of duplication of magazines, hence the need for a 

sorting out. Not all magazines can be accommodated in the Lapidary club library room but copies of any single 

magazine could be provided on request.    

 

 The first lecture of the evening was given by Graham Ogle who on overseas trips has had the 

opportunity to visit the Berlin Natural History Museum several times. The Museum displays comprised a 

considerable amount of fossil specimens including of large dinosaurs and other collections of natural history 

subjects, including a mineral collection.  Graham had taken quite a number of photographs, a selection of 

which were shown to the Meeting, and during his lecture described many of the exhibits in detail.  

 

The Berlin Natural History Museum 

Graham Ogle 
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Fontainbleau calcite, widely known as sand-calcite, consists of sharp, well-defined rhombohedral 
calcite crystals that grew while heavily incorporating up to 50-60% of the local pure sand matric. 
  
Type Locality: The Bellecroix Plateau in the Fontainbleu forest near Paris is the historic and classic 
type locality of this mineral phenomenon.  

 

*********** 
 

 The second lecture for the evening was given by Ross Pogson, Collections Manager at the Australian 

Museum. Ross initially described a problem which caused concern to many people in the geological and 

paleontological scientific community about the middle of the last century when plans to build a dam on the 

Belubula River in central NSW were announced. The dam would have inundated valuable agricultural land 

and also important fossil sites, ‘Fossil Hill’ and the Cliefden limestone caves. Happily the plans were shelved.  

 

 Ross explained that his lecture for the evening would be in three parts. He would describe the Cliefden 

Caves, then the limestone cave displays set up by the Australian Museum and finally show a number of 

unusual cave formations, (speleothems).  

 

A Cliefden Cave and Speleothems 

at the Australian Museum 
  

Presented by Ross Pogson  

Collection Manager, Mineralogy & Petrology  

Australian Museum Research Institute 

Robert Armstrong Osborne  

Faculty of Education & Social Work, Sydney University (retired) 

 
 

       Part 1 Cliefden Caves 

 
The Cliefden (formerly Belubula) Caves are situated in the Belubula River valley, central western 

NSW, about 30 km northeast of Cowra and 50 km south of Orange. They are on private land and not open to 

the public. 

 



5 
 

Dr. Charles Anderson, later Director of the Australian Museum made a short visit to the Cliefden Caves 

in 1917, examining the chamber in Main Cave where many calcite crystals occurred, under the guidance of 

Mr. W.F. Hosie and Miss Judy Hosie of the ‘Carlton’ property. 

 

 
 

The calcite crystals were obtained from a ‘crystal grotto’ in a ledge about 10 feet above the cave floor, 

and about 300 feet below the surface. The ledge was broken into from above, exposing a lens-shaped opening 

8 feet wide, 4 feet wide and 18 inches high, its floor, roof and sides studded with beautiful groups and single 

dog-tooth crystals of transparent, colourless calcite up to 8 inches long. A magnificent crystal group presented 

to the Museum by Miss Judy Hosie in 1923 came from this crystal-lined cavity.  

 
Dr Anderson collected some of the calcite crystals and published an account of his trip and a 

crystallographic study of the calcite crystals based on measurements with the Museum’s reflecting 

goniometer, in Records of the Australian Museum, in 1920.  

 

 

                  
2-circle ‘Theodolite’ Reflecting Goniometer   

 D.24859, 20 x 15 x 10 cm. Spectacular 
by P. Stoe, Heidelberg 1900 

 

 

 
D.24859, 20 x 15 x 10 cm. 

Spectacular calcite crystal group 

presented in 1923 by Miss Judy 

Hosie, whose father owned a 

property near Cliefden Caves.  

On continuous display since 1923.  
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D.21928 Calcite pool crystals with hopper growth,   D.21907 dogtooth calcite crystals from 
          growing over mud, 24 x 19 x 10 cm        crystal-lined vugh, 12 x 5 x 6 cm 
 

 

Part 2 

The Limestone Cave Displays 
 

Dr Anderson’s original 1917 visit gave him an extraordinary and audacious idea – why not recreate a 

small part of a Cliefden Caves cavern at the Australian Museum, as an educational exhibit for city people who 

could not travel into the countryside?  

 

This idea became a reality with two expeditions to Cliefden Caves in August 1932, with Mr. G. 

Clutton, Senior Preparator, Mr. Joseph Kingsley, Assistant Preparator, and Thomas Hodge-Smith, Curator of 

Minerals, and in April 1934 with Kingsley, Hodge-Smith and staff member, H. Jackson.  

 

Permission was obtained from the property owner Mr. Perrott to collect speleothems of various sizes 

– stalactites, stalagmites, shawls, straws, helictites, columns and calcite crystals, mostly from Main Cave. As 

the caves were on private property the collecting was allowed at that time, but today is prohibited. 

 

The specimens included very unusual blade-like polyhedral forms, which are said to be 

monocrystalline, spectacular calcite crystal overgrowths and blue aragonite/calcite stalactites. 

 

The cave was constructed in a short passageway which led off from the Mineral Gallery, within a space 

9 x 10 x 10 feet under a staircase. It had a glass front and separate glass peephole into the calcite pool crystal 

display. The general design was by Thomas Hodge-Smith, Curator of Minerals, and the planning and 

construction was by Joseph Kingsley, Assistant Preparator. 

 

The Limestone Cave display took 3.5 years to construct, opening in 1936.  Altogether, over 0.5 tons 

of plaster of Paris and nearly 0.75 tons of pulp were used. This mixture was applied to 800 square feet of wire 

gauze supported by 1 x 1 inch Oregon timber which amounted to over 0.5 linear miles. About 2.5 gallons of 

paint were used on the simulated rock.  

 

The ‘cascade’ or rim pool group was modelled, and then painted by Miss Ethel King. Its surface was 

covered with very small size-graded calcite rhombs to give a sparkling appearance. The underground river 

was modelled and its bed varnished to the waterline to give a realistic effect. To give the illusion of looking 

along it for about 30 feet, near parallel mirrors were used.  

 

The rim pool deposits (‘crystal basins’) were first modelled in clay and then a mould was made from 

this. The mould was cut away, leaving the final cast in plaster. Its surface was treated with wax and thousands 

of small size-graded calcite rhombs were applied over their entire surface to give a sparkling appearance. 
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To give the stalactites a more lively appearance,  The original explanatory plaque from the  
simulated drops of water were added to their tips         1936 Limestone Cave, now in  
using a special glass bead formulation devised          Australian Museum archives. 
by the Crown Crystal Glass Company. 

  

Unfortunately, the 1936 cave display was removed to make way for a Gem Room in 1986, as part of 

the Mineral Gallery redevelopment. Then a limestone cave exhibit was again proposed, for the Long Gallery 

mezzanine, on the 1st floor of the Lewis Wing of the Museum.  

 

Speleothems extracted from the 1986 display were put aside for use in a new, simpler cave display. 

This new Limestone Cave exhibit also included simulated resin speleothems (mainly some stalactites, rim 

pools and shawls). This display lasted until April 2010, when it was removed to clear sight-lines in the Long 

Gallery and return it to its 1850s heritage appearance. The Cliefden speleothems were put in storage again and 

some were reused in a small cave display in the 2022 Minerals Gallery. 

 

 
Limestone cave exhibit, 1986 Planet of Minerals Gallery 
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Part 3 

Unusual Cliefden Speleothems 
 

Pale blue aragonite stalactites.  These unusual speleothems occur in the Murder, Boonderoo and 

Taplow Maze Caves within the Cliefden Karst area, at the boundaries of the Upper and Lower Units of the 

Boonderoo Limestone member and the Boonderoo and Large Flat Limestone members respectively. 

 

                            
     D.36380 Pale blue stalactite 8 x 4 x 5 cm,      Blue stalactite, 20 cm, Murder Cave           
  inner core sparry calcite, thinner outer zone of    Image:  Gary Whitby 
radially-orientated acicular crystals of aragonite  
with copper impurity.         Boonderoo Cave  
(Planet of Minerals Gallery, Australian Museum) 

 

The stalactites (and columns & flowstone in Taplow Maze Cave) have a core of sparry calcite and an 

outer zone of pale blue aragonite. The pale blue colour is from an impurity of copper substituting for calcium 

in the carbonate in the Boonderoo and Murder Cave speleothems, but the green to blue-green Taplow Maze 

Cave speleothems have additional impurities of chromium and nickel. The Boonderoo Cave speleothems also 

contain significant levels of strontium and barium.  

 

Significant barium mineralisation occurs in the area and a baryte mine once operated nearby. There is 

copper mineralisation nearby too. About 0.5 miles E of the caves is the shaft of the Belubula Copper Mining 

Company, sunk in a steeply-dipping 2-feet thick brecciated quartz reef which cuts across porphyritic diorite. 

The reef contains copper carbonates and sulphides with calcite. 
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D.34243 conical stalactite 
overgrown by radiating dogtooth 
spar calcite crystals 13 x 6 x 5 cm. 
Planet of Minerals Gallery, 
Australian Museum. 

 

D.36376 blade-shaped column 
which has grown on a straw, 
with overgrowth of dogtooth 
calcite crystals. 20 x 5 x 7 cm.     
Planet of Minerals Gallery,  
Australian Museum.  

 

D.34242 conical stalactite 
(original straw in centre) 
overgrown by radiating dogtooth 
calcite crystals. 14 x 7.5 x 7 cm 
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D.36377 Pipe with calcite flowstone overgrowth.  Presented by Miss B.K. Hosie 1944 

 

    
 

*********** 
 

EQUIPMENT LOANS 
  

The following Society equipment is available for borrowing by members. The table indicates who is 

the custodian of each item of equipment and ultimately responsible for it, who has currently borrowed it, who 

wishes to borrow it next and what dates are applicable to the borrowing and returning. The items listed would 

be brought to Society meetings each month by the custodian or current borrower for the next member wishing 

to use the equipment who will have applied to the custodian.   

 

Mineralogical Society of NSW   - Equipment loans 

Item Custodian Current holder 
 

Booked to  Booked from 
date 

Booked to 
date 

*Binocular 
Microscope #1 

Graham Ogle 
0400 683 574 

          

Binocular 
Microscope #2 

George Laking 
0468 387 899 

          

Radiation detector 
Brian Holden 
0408 418 937 

        

Rock trimmer 
John Chapman 
0435 085 050 

 Graham Ogle        4/9/26 

CB radios (4) 
Brian Holden 
0408 418 937 

          

UV Lamp 
George Laking 
0468 387 899 

 John Chapman 
   0435 085 050 

      7/8/26  4/9/26 

Contact the custodian to borrow an item.         

Collect at a meeting, keep for one month, return to the 
custodian at the following meeting.     

*Binocular Microscope #1 is reserved for the Micro-mineral 
group      
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

          
Canberra Lapidary Club Spring Show 

Being held over Saturday 17th & Sunday 18th of October in the Mallee Pavilion EPIC, Mitchell, ACT.\ 

Sat: 10am to 5pm Sun: 10am to 4pm. 

 
‘Dealers will be selling jewellery, rough & cut gemstones, opals, fossils, rocks and mineral specimens. 
There will also be displays of Members’ collections and demonstrations of faceting & jewellery making.’ 

 

For information contact: canberralapidary@gmail.com  or Norm Menadue on (02) 62586631 

Website: https://www.canberralapidary.org.au 

 

******* 

 

*********** 

Northern Districts Lapidary Club 
Biennial Exhibition 

 
24th and 25th October 2026 at the Beecroft 

Community Centre, Copeland Road Beecroft 

Selling mineral specimens, crystals, slabs, fossils, 

cabochons, gems, jewellery and lapidary equipment, 

books, plants, & knick-knacks. 

Watch live demonstrations of stone cutting. 
Buy a thunder egg and crack it open. 
See displays of club members’ work. 

 

 

 

 

The Illawarra Lapidary Club Inc. 
Presents  

 
The Jewellery Gems and Minerals Festival  
Saturday 7 November between 9am – 4pm 
and Sunday 8 November between 9am to 

2.30pm. 
 

At Heininger Hall, Ribbonwood Centre,  
109 Princes Hwy, Dapto. 

 
Entry: Adults $5, children under 12 years free. 

 
‘Featuring: Gemstone Faceting, Cabochon 
Cutting, Silver Crafts, Jewellery Making and 

Valuations, Mineral Group, Club and 
Fossicking Information, Refreshments, Raffle 
and Kid’s Games. Traders Selling: Lapidary 

Supplies, Minerals, Jewellery, Crystals, 

mailto:canberralapidary@gmail.com
https://www.canberralapidary.org.au/
https://gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/IMG_0215-scaled.png
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******* 

CARLINGFORD Gem & Crystal Expo 
 

Being held over Saturday & Sunday November the 28th and 29th in the  

Roselea Community Centre, 645 Pennant Hills Road, Carlingford. 

Open from 9:30am on both days and closing at 5:00pm on the Saturday and at 4:00pm on Sunday. 

 
‘The Carlingford Gem and Mineral Expo is hosted by Australian Gem and Mineral Expos.  

It is an annual event where specialist dealers from all parts of Australia come to display and sell their 
products. On sale are quality gems, minerals, fossils, jewellery, beads, metaphysical products,  

meteorites, crystals, gem rough and lapidary needs.’ 

 

For more information, please contact Peter on 0412 333 150 or email at agamexpos@outlook.com 

 

*********** 
 

The Parramatta & Holroyd Lapidary 
Club 

 

Presents the  
 Parramatta & Holroyd Gem & Mineral 

Show 
 

Over the 13th & 14th of November, 9 am – 4 pm 
73 Fullagar Road Wentworthville. 

 
Demonstrations, Children’s Craft, Novelty, Lucky 

Dip, Refreshments, BBQ, Market Stalls 
Free Entry 

Gems, Minerals and Jewellery For Sale 
  
 

 

  

mailto:agamexpos@outlook.com
https://gemlapidarycouncilnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/IMG_9765.jpeg

