
    THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY 

OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC 

    Website: www.minsocnsw.org.au 

     Please address all correspondence to :- 

             The Secretary, 58 Amazon Road, Seven Hills, NSW 2147 

 

NEWSLETTER MAY 2026 

 
The May Meeting will be held in the clubrooms of the Parramatta and Holroyd Lapidary Club 

at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville, at 7.30 pm on Friday the 8th of May  

 

Members please note, the meeting is on the second Friday of May, after the Field Trip to Manuka.   
   

The 8th of May Meeting program will comprise the Annual Mineral Auction. 

At the commencement of the Meeting there may be a few announcements but then the entire evening 

program will comprise the Auction which will be conducted again this year by Glenn Brown. The Parramatta 

Lapidary Club room will be open from 7.00 pm which will allow vendors to set out specimens and 

prospective buyers to examine the lots to be auctioned before the formal meeting which will start at the 

normal time of 7.30pm. Members who have not submitted lists of specimens for the auction before the 

Meeting commences may still bring in specimens which can be added to the end of the sale list. Sellers are 

reminded that in order to sell minerals through the Society they must be currently financial.  

 

Virtual attendance by Zoom is impractical to provide during an Auction Meeting.  

  

Previous auctions have generally dealt with up to about eighty specimens being sold through the 

evening before 9.30 pm.  There will be a fifteen-minute break half-way through the evening. Members 

attending the Meeting and wishing to bid for any items should acquire a bidding number label at the 

reception table and write their names with their bidding number on a record sheet.  

 

The Society does not take any commission on the sales and would not enter into any transaction 

arrangements which must be conducted entirely between the vendor and purchaser. Payments would need to 

be made by cash or cheque and not by credit card since it is unlikely and cannot be guaranteed that any 

sellers would have credit card payment facilities available 

 

Individual specimens or trays of minerals can also be sold by silent auction. Members can bring in 

one or more specimens or trays to leave for display on a table accompanied by a bid form which will be 

provided. The bid forms would be checked at the end of the evening with the highest bidders purchasing the 

tray or specimen/s. There would be no need to notify the Society in advance about trays being brought in for 

sale as they will not be listed.  

 

*********** 

 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS and PROGRAMS 
 

Meeting programs for the rest of the year have not been finalised but there are a number of speakers and 

lecture subjects which are being considered and the program schedule will be completed in due course. 

 

June 12th : Meeeting to be held on the second Friday, after the King’s Birthday long weeekend :  

Program to be confirmed                                        
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July 3rd : The Glen Smith Collection of Broken Hill Minerals.  Lecture by Paul Carr, Steven 

Petkovski and Malcolm Southwood. 

  

August 7th : Society Annual General Meeting followed by the Mayne-Walker Memorial Lecture. 

 
  September 4th : Description of the Berlin Natural History Museum by Graham Ogle. 

   

*********** 
 

R.I.P.  Doug Austen 
 

 With very deep regret we have to announce that long-time Society member Doug Austen had passed 

away on Friday the 24th of April after a long illness. Doug had been a member of the Society from the late 

1970s and was a keen collector regularly attending meetings and field trips. He was a professional diamond 

tool cutter and had given lectures about his work to Society meetings on occasion.  

 

Our condolences are expressed to Doug Austen’s family. There will be a commemorative service to 

be held in a few weeks’ time.  Date to be confirmed.    

 

*********** 

 

The SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
 

 PRESIDENT:    Dieter Mylius                    Mobile: 0412 516 193 

       E-mail: dieterm@internode.on.net  

 VICE-PRESIDENT:   John Chapman        Tel: (02) 9808 3481 

       E-mail: chapmanjr@optusnet.com.au 

 SECRETARY:   George Laking       Tel: (02) 9636 7145 

                Mobile: 0468 387 899 

       E-mail: bglaking@tech2u.com.au 

TREASURER:   Graham Ogle         Mobile: 0400 683 574 

       E-mail:   

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Haley Bambridge        Mobile: 0413 100 344 

Dioni Cendon        Tel:  (02) 9717 3937 

Brian Holden         Mobile: 0408 418 937   

 

*********** 

 

WELCOME 
 

Welcome to new members Charles Ascone from Kings Langley  

and Haytham Gargis from Bonnyrigg.   
 

*********** 
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The APRIL MEETING  
 

 The Meeting was opened by the President, Dieter Mylius, who reminded members about the 

Hawkesbury Expo being held over the immediately following weekend. The Expo was possibly the largest 

mineral show currently being presented in New South Wales and was well worth visiting. The Society would 

be supervising an information table at the Show. 

 

 Dieter Mylius referred to the forthcoming Field Trip to Manuka the Society having, at short notice, 

received permission from the mine management to visit over the weekend of the 2nd and 3rd of May. Brian 

Holden was organising the Trip and in his absence at the Meeting, because he was involved in setting up the 

Hawkesbury Expo at Windsor, John Chapman described the arrangements for the Field Trip. He noted that 

fuel supplies in the central N.S.W. Cobar area might be a problem and recommended that members attending 

the Field Trip make sure that they had sufficient fuel to get to and from the mine site over the two days. Since 

the Manuka mine was at least 100 klm from any accommodation where members would be able to stay there 

would be an extra 200 klm to travel each day.  

 

John Chapman suggested that accommodation in Cobar might be tight and recommended that 

members taking part in the trip make bookings as soon as possible. Otherwise there were cabins at Mount 

Hope which could be rented, also subject to booking promptly. Nineteen members had already applied to 

attend the Trip which was probably about the maximum number that the mine would wish to allow. If any 

other member wished to attend, they were advised to speak to Brian Holden to see if they could be included. 

Members attending the Field Trip that their SWMS certificates must be current and to check with Kevin 

Capnerhurst who would advise about their current status. 

 

John Chapman reported that the Society was being sent a parcel of micro specimens from the Elura 

mine in central N.S.W. which would be of interest to the micro-mount collectors to examine. Matt Houston 

of Red Dog Minerals of Eumundi in Queensland had been working at the Elura mine salvaging specimens 

from one of the dumps which were due to be processed soon. He had acquired a quantity of specimens of 

mimetite among other minerals and whilst looking to sell most of the material has passed on a small parcel to 

the Victoria and N.S.W. societies to examine.  Red Dog Minerals has a Facebook page and Website and a 

certain amount of minerals for sale.   

 

******* 

  

 Dieter Mylius introduced the speaker for the evening. Dioni Cendon has been a Society member for 

over twenty years. He is originally from Spain and first obtained degrees at the University of Barcelona. He 

has given several lectures to the Society over the years. The evening’s lecture was on Mineral Identification, 

stressing that after visual examination of a mineral sample the mineralogist has recourse to a large array of 

identification techniques. The techniques, and conclusions to be produced, were very thoroughly and cleverly 

explained and illustrated with the aid of a montage of images. 

 

Why your eyes aren't enough: 

Modern tools for confident mineral identification. 

 

Dr. Dioni I. Cendon  
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EQUIPMENT LOANS 
  

The following Society equipment is available for borrowing by members. The table indicates who is 

the custodian of each item of equipment and ultimately responsible for it, who has currently borrowed it, who 

wishes to borrow it next and what dates are applicable to the borrowing and returning. The items listed would 

be brought to Society meetings each month by the custodian or current borrower for the next member 

wishing to use the equipment who will have applied to the custodian.   

 

Mineralogical Society of NSW   - Equipment loans 

Item Custodian Current      
holder  

Return due 
date 

Booked to   Booked 
from        
date 

Booked to 
date 

*Binocular 
Microscope #1 

Graham Ogle 
0400 683 574 

John Chapman 
0435 085 050 

    8/3/26       

Binocular 
Microscope #2 

George Laking 
0468 387 899 

          

Radiation 
detector 

Brian Holden 
0408 418 937 

    
George 
Laking 
10/04/26  

10/04/26   08/05/26 

Rock trimmer 
John Chapman 
0435 085 050 

           

CB radios (2) 
Brian Holden 
0408 418 937           

UV Lamp 
George Laking 
0468 387 899           

Contact the custodian to borrow an item.         

Collect at a meeting, keep for one month, return to 
the custodian at the following meeting.     

*Binocular Microscope #1 is reserved for the 
Micro-mineral group      

 

 

*********** 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
  

Open Day Market - Illawarra Lapidary Club Inc 

51 Meadow Street, Tarrawanna  2518 

Sunday 3 May, 2026 – 9am to 2pm – Free Entry 

View the Club Rooms, purchase Mineral Specimens, Fossils, Lapidary Materials, Jewellery & more. 

Morning Tea (proceeds to the Cancer Council’s Biggest Morning Tea) and Lunch available. 

You can find us at our website www.illawarralapidaryclub.com.au or like and follow us on 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/IllawarraLC  

Instagram https://www.instagram.com/illawarralc/ 

 

******* 
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LISMORE GEMFEST 34th Annual Show 2026 

 
16th & 17th of May 2026 in the Lismore Showgrounds, Lismore, NSW. 

 
‘Since 1990, the Lismore Gem & Lapidary Club has proudly hosted Lismore GEMFEST, bringing 

together gem and mineral enthusiasts from across Australia and beyond. Held at the Lismore Showgrounds 
in New South Wales, this incredible event is a celebration of all things lapidary, featuring an extensive range 
of minerals, gemstones, fossils, jewellery, lapidary tools, and equipment. 

 
With over 140 dealers and tailgaters, GEMFEST offers something for everyone—from fine art 

jewellery in the Traders Hall to unique finds from outdoor traders, including rough stones, handcrafted 
pieces, and specimen-quality crystals. Young explorers can even try their luck Fossicking on the Hill, 
searching for their very own treasures!’ 

 

******* 
 

CORRECTION to a previous notice 

 
In the April Newsletter there was a notice about a forthcoming Expo to be held in June at Greenacre 

organised in conjunction with the Bankstown and Districts Lapidary Club. This was incorrect, the notice 

referred to a previous year’s event. There is no Expo being held at Greenacre in June. 

  

******* 

  

Edensor Park Gem & Crystal Expo 2026 
  

To be held in the King Tom Club 223 Edensor Road, Edensor Park, Sydney. 

Over Saturday 13th June & Sunday 14th June. 
 

‘There will be displays and demonstrations by the Bankstown and Districts Lapidary Club as well as traders 
and dealers from around Australia. Items for sale by the many traders will include jewellery, gemstones, 

beads, opals, carvings, gem rough, lapidary cutting rough, fossils, meteorites,  
and mineral specimens from Australia and all over the world.’ 

 

******* 
 

 Blaxland Gem & Mineral Club Gem Show 

 
Sat/Sun 15-16 August 2026.  8:30 to 4 pm daily 

 
‘Displays and Sales of lapidary work, gems, rocks, minerals, jewelry, beads and gemstones 

Entry: Adults $3, Children $1. Being held in the Glenbrook Community Hall 
Great Western Highway, Glenbrook (adjoining the Glenbrook Theatre).’ 

 

*********** 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://agamexpos.com.au/event/edensor-park-gem-crystal-expo/

