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NEWSLETTER MARCH 2026

The March Meeting will be held in the clubrooms of the Parramatta and Holroyd Lapidary Club
at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville, at 7.30 pm on the 6" of March.

The program will include a lecture to be given by Rory Carter on : -

Characterisation of Rare-Earth Element Minerals hosted in the
Doradilla Skarn Regolith, northern NSW.

There will also be a talk to be given by Lee Spencer on : -

Coromandel Gold
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS and PROGRAMS

April 10" (Second Friday, after Easter): What Happens when Mineral Identification requires

Modern Analytical Techniques? Dioni Cendon
Minitalk on the Berlin Natural History Museum Graham Ogle
May 1st: Member’s Annual Mineral Auction Auctioneer Glen Brown
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The SOCIETY COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT: Dieter Mylius Mobile: 0412 516 193
E-mail: dieterm@jinternode.on.net
VICE-PRESIDENT: John Chapman Tel: (02) 9808 3481
E-mail: chapmanjr@optusnet.com.au
SECRETARY: George Laking Tel: (02) 9636 7145
Mobile: 0468 387 899
E-mail: bglaking@tech2u.com.au
TREASURER: Graham Ogle Mobile: 0400 683 574
E-mail: quartzandsirius@hotmail.com
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Haley Bambridge Mobile: 0413 100 344
Dioni Cendon Tel: (02) 9717 3937
Brian Holden Mobile: 0408 418 937
Denis O’Brien Tel: (02) 6360 3412

Ed Zbik Mobile: 0401 538 480
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2026 SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS

Members are reminded that Society Membership subscriptions were due from January 1%. According
to the Society Constitution membership is valid in any new year up to March 31 when it will be deemed to
have lapsed if not renewed but would be re-instated immediately upon payment of the current year fee.

Income from membership subscriptions is essential for the routine functioning of the Society.
Insurance policies are carried to protect the Society and members against injury or financial loss etc but
insurance protection is subject to the member being financial at the time. Current financial membership is
mandatory for anyone to borrow books or magazines from the Library, attend field trips or sell minerals at
meetings. Subscription renewal forms are available on the Society website or from the Secretary and a form
will be included at the end of this Newsletter.

Members are asked to inform the Society if the details of any of their addresses, telephone number/s
or e-mail etc have changed. Please keep the Society up-to-date with this information. Family members
(spouse/partner and children only) can be admitted for membership at the additional cost of $5 each. The
name of the family member must be provided for the record.

Fees are as follows : -

Adult membership, Sydney metropolitan area $30
Adult membership, country or interstate $25
Child/youth (under 18 years), or student member $20
Family member $5

Members are particularly recommended to pay their subscriptions by direct debit which provides a
bank record of the transaction for both the payer and payee.

To direct-debit the Society account the details are: -
Commonwealth Bank

Account Name: - Mineralogical Society of NSW Inc.
BSB: 062016  Account number: 28023647
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AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF MINERALOGY

The latest issue of the Journal, Volume 26, No 2, December 2025, has been distributed to subscribers.
The issue contains several articles, notably one by Society member John Tottenham on Pine Ridge
Cassiterite, New South Wales, with a number of superlative photographs of cassiterite crystals by John
Chapman.

Other articles include ‘Gem Minerals from Western Australian Pegmatites’; ‘Othoclase-Microcline
Crystals from the Cape Woolamai Granite, Phillip Island, Vic’; and a ‘Photographic Essay: Pegmatites —
Specimens from Australian Museums and Private Collections’. Report on the 2025 47" Annual Joint
Mineralogical Societies of Australasia Seminar on Radioactive and Rare-Earth Minerals held in Hahndorf,
South Australia. Reports on the Seminar field trips, abstracts and speaker’s biographies. All articles are
substantially illustrated with high quality photographs.

For subscriptions and back issues refer to the Website www.ajmin.org.au
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THE SOCIETY DECEMBER CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

The Society Christmas Social and Swap n’ Sell was held on December the 6. There was a somewhat
disappointing turn out with only twenty-nine members attending. However, in view of the small number all
were accommodated very comfortably in the Lapidary Club room where, in view of the sweltering conditions
outside on that day, the Club air-conditioning was very welcome. Also, in view of the relatively small
number of members there was more than enough food for everyone.

There were snack foods set out indoors but the lunch was a BBQ sausage sizzle with breads, salads
and fruit also provided, members braving the hot day to eat outside, but under adequate shade.

There was quite an amount of minerals for sale and it appeared that a fair quantity of specimens and
money changed hands.
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The FEBRUARY MEETING

The program at the February meeting was a departure from the Society’s more usual lecture programs
comprising a Trivia Quiz prepared and supervised by Dieter Mylius. This made for a different but interesting,
cheerful, entertaining and thoroughly rewarding evening. The Quiz presented five lists of ten questions and
working through the lists took up the whole of the evening.

There were five rounds of 10 questions, including one round of true/false statements and one round of
multiple-choice questions. The other lists of questions included ‘Mineral Localities of the World’ comprising
a column of names of mines to be matched with the country locations of the mines in a second column;
‘Quartz in Australia’ with ten pictures of specimens of quartz to be matched with a list of localities; and a list
of cleverly jumbled mineral names to unscramble. Working out the answers generated a lot of thought-
provocation and discussion among the members. Clearly everyone enjoyed themselves and compliments
were due to Dieter Mylius who put the quiz all together.
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NATIONAL Gem & Crystal Expo.

The National Gem & Crystal Expo is being held again this year over the weekend of April the
11th & 12th in the Hawkesbury Indoor Stadium, 16 Stewart St, South Windsor, (further details below). The
Expo is a very significant event and is one of the largest gem, mineral, crystal and jewellery shows in
Australia. In previous years it has been visited by over 4,000 people.

As in previous years the Society has again been generously invited by Peter Beckwith to provide an
information stand about the Society. The intention is to provide a display showing and explaining Society
activities and we need volunteer members to attend the stand and answer any questions made by visitors.
Ideally volunteers should offer to attend for one of several ‘shifts’ over the weekend, first shift to commence
in the morning, from 9.30 am to midday and perhaps two shifts in the afternoon to cover the period from
midday to 5.00 pm, (4.00 pm on Sunday). Any volunteers assisting in supervising the stand at the Expo will
be given free entry to the Show for the entire weekend.

Members who are able to give up some of their time over the Expo weekend are asked to advise John
Chapman (mobile 0435 085 050), who is compiling a list of volunteers to help supervise the information
stand. Given the amount of public interest in the Expo the event provides an important venue to publicise the
Society, possibly attract more members and promote the interest in mineralogy.
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EQUIPMENT LOANS

The following Society equipment is available for borrowing by members. The table indicates who is
the custodian of each item of equipment and ultimately responsible for it, who has currently borrowed it, who
wishes to borrow it next and what dates are applicable to the borrowing and returning. The items listed
should be brought to Society meetings each month by the custodian or current borrower for the next member
wishing to use the equipment who will have applied to the custodian.

Mineralogical Society of NSW - Equipment loans
Item Custodian Current Return due Booked to Booked Booked to
holder date from date
date

*Binocular Graham Ogle John Chapman 8/3/26
Microscope #1 0400 683 574 0435 085 050
Binocular George Laking
Microscope #2 0468 387 899
Radiation Brian Holden Dioni Cendon
detector 0408 418 937 9717 3937 6/03/26 | 10/04/26

. John Chapman
Rock trimmer 0435 085 050

. Brian Holden
CB radios (2) 0408 418 937

George Laking
UVtamp 0468 387 899
Contact the custodian to borrow an item.
Collect at a meeting, keep for one month, return to
the custodian at the following meeting.
*Binocular Microscope #1 is reserved for the
Micro-mineral group
Tk n
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Back from Tucson Jewellery, Gem & Mineral Show

March 7" & 8™ at the Turramurra Masonic Hall on the corner of the
Pacific Highway and Turramurra Avenue at Turramurra.

‘The Expo will feature two of Sydney’s leading traders in gemstones, mineral and crystal specimens,
Kristallen Quality Gem Rough Supplies and Rachel Juter Jewellers. Together we plan to bring you the latest
gems, minerals, crystals, faceting and cabbing rough, carvings, decorator pieces, beads and metaphysical
needs; fresh from Tucson’.
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Canberra Lapidary Club Rock Swap 2026

To be held on Saturday and Sunday the 21 & 22" of March next
Location: Outdoors in the Parrot Park, EPIC Canberra, (Exhibition Park off the Federal Highway),
Dealers and fossickers will be onsite selling jewellery, gemstones, opals, fossils, rocks,
mineral specimens and lapidary supplies. Refreshments will be available.
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NATIONAL Gem & Crystal Expo. April 11th & 12th 2026.

Hawkesbury Indoor Stadium, 16 Stewart St, South Windsor, 2756.
‘The largest indoor Gem & Crystal Expo in AUSTRALIA.
‘Hosted by Australian Gem & Mineral Expo’s and the Hawkesbury Valley Lapidary Club. There will

be displays and demonstrations by the Hawkesbury Valley Lapidary Club as well as traders and dealers
from around Australia.

Items for sale by the many traders will include jewellery, gemstones, beads, opals, carvings, gem
rough, lapidary cutting rough, fossils, meteorites, metaphysical and healing crystals as well as mineral
specimens from Australia and all over the world.

Opening hours are 9:30 until 5:00 on Saturday and 9:30 until 4:00 on Sunday.

For more information please contact Peter Beckwith by email: agamexpos@outlook.com You can
also find and follow us on Facebook Australian Gem and Mineral Expos
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LISMORE GEMFEST 34th Annual Show 2026
16th & 17th of May 2026 in the Lismore Showgrounds, Lismore, NSW.

‘Since 1990, the Lismore Gem & Lapidary Club has proudly hosted Lismore GEMFEST, bringing
together gem and mineral enthusiasts from across Australia and beyond. Held at the Lismore Showgrounds
in New South Wales, this incredible event is a celebration of all things lapidary, featuring an extensive range
of minerals, gemstones, fossils, jewellery, lapidary tools, and equipment.

With over 140 dealers and tailgaters, GEMFEST offers something for everyone—from fine art
jewellery in the Traders Hall to unique finds from outdoor traders, including rough stones, handcrafted

pieces, and specimen-quality crystals. Young explorers can even try their luck Fossicking on the Hill,
searching for their very own treasures!’
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Bankstown Gem And Crystal Expo.
Saturday 3rd June in the Greenacre Area Community Centre, 87 Waterloo Rd, Greenacre.

Event organized by Australian Gem and Mineral Expos in conjunction with the Bankstown and Districts
Lapidary Club. Sales of jewellery, gems, crystals, minerals, fossils, meteorites, opal, gemstones.
Refreshments available.

The 48th Annual Joint Mineralogical Societies Seminar — Victoria

Saturday 6™ June to Tuesday 9" June 2026

Venue: The Mercure Ballarat Hotel & Convention Centre
613 Main Road, Golden Point, Ballarat, Victoria


mailto:agamexpos@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianGem/

Volcanism and its minerals

‘One and a half days of presentations by experts in their respective fields, interspersed by catered breaks.
Half a day of swapping, selling and a micro mineral session.
Saturday night dinner with a mineral auction. Field excursions on Monday and Tuesday.

For updates and registration information keep a look out in our web site  www.minsocvic.org.au
The Victorian Society is proud to be the host of the 2026 Seminar. This will also mark the 50th
Anniversary of our Society and will be held during the King's Birthday long weekend over Saturday the 6th to
Tuesday the 9th of June - including the formal seminar and post-seminar field trips. We return again to the
Mercure Ballarat Hotel & Convention Centre in the historic gold mining centre of Ballarat.

Registration and payments are due by 12th April 2026. The formal invitation, registration forms,
accommodation suggestions and some information about our host city of Ballarat are provided

on the Website www.minsocvic.org.au and via the following links : -

http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar 2026 delegate registration_form.pdf

http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026 ballarat_accommodation options.p
df

http.//www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026 discover_ballarat -
__places_of interest.pdf

Dates: 6th — 9th June 2026. (8:30 am seminar check-in for a 9.30 am start on Saturday, the 6th).

Outline of Seminar

Day 1. Day - Speakers
Evening - Dinner incl. Auction
Day 2. Morning - Speakers
Afternoon - Swap and Sell
Day 3. Day - Field Trip

Day 4. Day Field Trip or Melbourne Museum Visit.


http://www.minsocvic.org.au/
http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026_delegate_registration_form.pdf
http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026_ballarat_accommodation_options.pdf
http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026_ballarat_accommodation_options.pdf
http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026_discover_ballarat_-_places_of_interest.pdf
http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026_discover_ballarat_-_places_of_interest.pdf

The seminar theme will be presented by speakers in diverse approaches
to capture the interest of all delegates. The speakers will include :-

Ralph Bottrill John Haupt Ross Pogson
Prof Joél Brugger Dermot Henry Dr William (Bill) Birch AM
Dr Heather Handley Oskar Lindenmayer Trevor Dart.’
Anthony (Tony) Forsyth OAM Prof Raymond Cas
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Blaxland Gem & Mineral Club Gem Show

Sat/Sun 15-16 August 2026. 8:30 to 4 pm daily
‘Displays and Sales of lapidary work, gems, rocks, minerals, jewelry, beads and gemstones

Entry: Adults $3, Children $1. Being held in the Glenbrook Community Hall
Great Western Highway, Glenbrook (adjoining the Glenbrook Theatre).’
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6; & MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL
ociet
NEW /soptn\ WALES Membership fees are due from January 1%
Please provide your full name, postal address, telephone number/s
and e-mail address (if available). Members with e-mail capability will receive
the Newsletter and other information only by e-mail.
NAME: e
POSTAL ADDRESS:
Telephone (€11} R (Bh)eeeii
(MODILE). ..ttt e
E-mail address
FEES: Adult membership, Sydney metropolitan area $30
Adult membership, country or interstate $25
Child/youth (under 18 years), or student member $20

Additional family members (spouse/partner and children only) can be admitted for membership at the cost of
$5 each (after the first member’s costs as per the list above). If applying for additional family members, please list the
name(s) here:

New members joining from May st in any year are deemed to be financial for both the current and the whole
of the following year.
Options for payment

1). Direct Credit / bank transfer to the Society’s account
The account details are: -
Commonwealth Bank:
Account Name: Mineralogical Society of NSW Inc.
BSB: 062016 Account number: 28023647

Please put your name in the Memo line when making a direct debit/bank transfer so that the Society will know
who the payment is from. If any of your address or telephone details have changed you should provide those details on
this form and return it to the Treasurer - either : -

1) at the next General Meeting,
2) by e-mail to quartzandsirius@hotmail.com
3) by post to the address below

2). Cheque or Australia Post Money Order sent with a completed renewal form to : -
The Mineralogical Society of New South Wales Inc.
58 Amazon Rd, Seven Hills, NSW 2147

3). By cash or cheque delivered to the Treasurer, or in his absence the Secretary, at any General meeting.
Members however are strongly urged to pay subscriptions by direct debit only as this will provide bank records of the
payment for both the member and the Society.



