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NEWSLETTER

March 2020

The March Meeting will be held on Friday the 6th of March at 7.30 pm in the clubrooms
of the Parramatta and Holroyd Lapidary Club at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville.
The program at the March Meeting will include a lecture to be given by Professor Ken McQueen on : -

The Mineralogical and Geochemical Evolution of the Cobar Landscape.
The program will also include a Report on Tucson 2020 by Peter Beckwith

**********
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS AND PROGRAMS
April 3rd :
There will be a talk to be given by Dieter Mylius on ‘Surprising Bismuth Minerals in
the Australian Museum’ and a lecture to be given by Adam McKinnon on ‘Cobar Exploration and
Mining Update’.
May 1st :

Society Annual Mineral Auction

June 12th :
(The date for the June meeting was given incorrectly in the February Newsletter. The first
Friday in June is before the long weekend so the Society meeting will be held on the second Friday).
There will be a talk by David Colchester on ‘Datolite from the Cleary Bros Quarry, Albion
Park and a lecture by Murray Brooker on ‘Salt Lake Mineral Exploration’.
July 3rd

The program for the July Meeting is not yet finalised.

August 7th : Society A.G.M. which will be followed by the Mayne-Walker Memorial Lecture.
The Memorial Lecture will be given by Joanna Parr, research scientist of the CSIRO, on
‘Seafloor Hydrothermal Mineralisation – The Where, Why, What and How of Mineral Formation
at Seafloor Hydrothermal Vents’.
September 4th :

The program for the September Meeting is not yet finalised.

October 3rd to 5th :
The 2020 43rd JOINT MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES SEMINAR will be
held in Sydney at the Ryde-Eastwood Leagues Club over the 3rd to 5th of October long weekend.
The theme of The Seminar will be ’43 Shades of Silver’ and apart from the lecture program over
Saturday and Sunday the activities may last from Friday the 2nd to Tuesday the 6th of October or later
depending on the length of the field trip program.
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FORTHCOMING FIELD TRIPS
Cordillera, near Tuena
Dates: Saturday 28th March and Sunday 29th March
Targeting: arsenopyrite, chalcocite, chalcopyrite, covellite, galena, pyrite, sphalerite, tetrahedrite,
bournonite, cuprotungstite, gold, jamesonite, marcasite, pyrrhotite, respite, scheelite and stolzite.
Open to all financial members.
To register and obtain more details, contact Edward Zbik by e-mail: ecjz@optusnet.com.au,
0401 538 480 or phone (02) 9638 6586 before 10:00 pm.
RSVP: 25th March 2020 by 6:00 pm

Lowes Mount, Oberon,
Dates: Friday 15th to Sunday 17th May
Joint Field Trip with Illawarra Lapidary Club
Open to all financial members.
State Forest Fossicking Licence required.
https://www.forestrycorporation.com.au/visiting/activities/fossicking
Bush camping or nearby accommodation.
To register and obtain more details, contact Edward Zbik by e-mail: ecjz@optusnet.com.au,
0401 538 480 or (02) 9638 6586 before 10:00 pm.
RSVP: 27th February 2020 by 6:00 pm

Cobar – Mt. Hope Locality
including the Manuka Pits.
Dates: Tuesday 6th October to 12thOctober
Field trips to be held after the 43rd Annual Joint Mineralogical Societies of Australasia Seminar.
Open to all financial members and registered Seminar attendees who are certified and compliant.
Post Seminar field trips will be to commercial mines, sites and localities, all on private properties in the
Cobar – Mt. Hope localities, including the Manuka Pits.
Members and guests participating in the Conference will need to comply with the Society’s Safety Mines
Guidelines and be certified under the Safety Mines Methods Protocols.
Documents and questionnaire to be completed can be obtained by contacting Edward Zbik by
e-mail: ecjz@optusnet.com.au, 0401 538 480 or phone (02) 9638 6586 before 10:00 pm.

***********
2020 Society Membership Subscriptions: A Reminder
Society Membership subscriptions were due from January 1st. and memberships will expire on
31st March although would be re-instated upon payment of the subscription. So far only about half of our
members who were financial for 2019 have renewed their memberships. Members who have temporarily
overlooked paying for this year are cordially requested to attend to the situation. Whilst the Society has a
comfortable financial reserve of term deposits those funds have been derived from bequests by
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benefactors and were intended and are reserved for special projects. Income from membership
subscriptions is essential for the routine functioning of the Society. Also current financial membership is
mandatory for anyone to attend field trips or sell minerals at meetings. A membership renewal form will
accompany this newsletter. If any member’s addresses or other details have changed please keep the
Society informed by filling out the form and sending it to the Secretary.
Members are recommended to pay their subscriptions by direct debit as much as possible which
should be the most convenient method of payment and which also provides a bank record of the
transaction for both the payer and payee. Receipts would not be issued for direct debit payments. The
payer should be sure to enter his or her name into the description or memo line in their bank account
direct debit window so that the Society will know from whom the payment has been made. The phrase
‘Minsoc sub’ would not be sufficient to identify the member.
Any members who joined the Society in 2019 are reminded that new members joining from May
1st in any year are deemed to be financial for both that year and the whole of the following. New
members having paid subscriptions after May 1st last year are therefore financial to March 31st 2021.

***********
The SOCIETY COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT:
VICE-PRESIDENT:
SECRETARY:
TREASURER:
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Dieter Mylius
E-mail:
John Chapman
E-mail:
George Laking
E-mail:
Graham Ogle
E-mail:
Peter Beddow
David Colchester
Geoff Parsons
Simon Tanner
Edward Zbik
E-mail:

Tel: (02) 9477 1060
dieterm@internode.on.net
Tel: (02) 9808 3481
chapmanjr@optusnet.com.au
Tel: (02) 9636 7145
bglaking@tech2u.com.au
Tel: (02) 9869 1416
quartzandsirius@hotmail.com

Tel: (02) 8810 8446
Tel: (02) 9449 3862
Tel: (02) 9548 3289
Tel: (02) 9638 6586
ecjz@optusnet.com.au

***********
WELCOME
Welcome to new members Romina Di Noro and David Hastings of Moss Vale.

***********
The FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING
At the commencement of the Meeting The President, Dieter Mylius, thanked all the members who
had brought in specimens donated for the Kids with Cancer sale. The President urged that other
members buy up as much as possible noting that all the proceeds would be sent to the charity Foundation.

4
Ed Zbik announced that 2020 would be an interesting year for Field Trips with a number being
organised and this year he expected that some would be have been arranged and run by members other
than himself. There would be trips up and down the coast from Coffs Harbour to Merimbula with various
sites to be visited. Starting the 2020 program there would be a trip in March to the Cordillera mine near
Tuena and then a later trip to a tin mine site. It was hoped that by the time of the October Mineralogical
Seminar there would be an extensive trip program organised which would take in the Manuka mine and
other sites in the Cobar area and in returning would look at and/or collect from a number of sites nearer to
Sydney and also visit the Australian Fossil and Mineral Museum in Bathurst.
John Chapman reported that he had found that the Aldi supermarket stores currently had a stock
of ultrasonic cleaners. They were not very powerful but worked quite well and only cost $30.
The first speaker for the evening was Geoff Parsons who had prepared a talk which expanded on
the summary he had given at the November meeting describing the field trip he attended during the 2019
Mineralogical Seminar in Perth. The talk was substantially illustrated by a series of images taken during
the trip, of the countryside scenery, animals and artefacts encountered along the way, the mines and sites
visited, the minerals found and a few tips on such matters as checking one’s equipment.

The Fun and Adventure of Field Trips; WA Example
Geoff Parsons
The Field Trip program organised by the W.A. Mineralogical Society as part of the October 2019
Seminar activities commencing on the 3rd of September had taken a large party of attendees from Perth
north into the Murchison mineral field visiting a number of mines and minerals sites over the trip period
of six days. During the field trip Geoff Parsons had continued to take numerous photographs and was
able to illustrate a selection of these to indicate that there had been :- ‘Lots of Things to See On the Way’
including Animals, Inanimate things, Scenery, Roads and Things on the Roads, and … MINERALS’.
Geoff had driven from Sydney to Perth taking on his outward journey a longer route through
Melbourne and then along the south coast through Adelaide and across the Nullabor to Norseman,
Albany and Perth in W.A. The journey westwards had taken 5570 klm instead of the shortest route
according to Google maps of 3,900 klm. The Seminar field trip mine site tour north from Perth through
Geraldton, Cue and Mt Magnet had taken 3,450 klm before Geoff headed back to Sydney diverting
slightly to visit the Mt Weld Rare Earth mine at Laverton in which he had a personal interest. After that
visit he had proceeded directly eastwards from the Nullarbor through Broken Hill and central NSW
arriving in Sydney having travelled 12,460 klm in total. He estimated that he had spent about $2,000 on
petrol and had found the most expensive, at almost $2 per litre, had been at the Nullabor Road House.
There were many sights along the way including views of whales just off-shore along the coast
road, koalas, parrots and the inevitable ‘Big Things’ drawing attention to roadside rest-stops or motels.

? 1000’s of klms of this ahead ?

The Big Lobster at Kingston, S.A.
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The Mineralogical Seminar lecture program was held over Saturday and Sunday, the 31st of
August and 1st of September weekend in the State Library in Perth and a then mineral Swap and Sell on
Monday. The field trip program commenced on Tuesday the 3rd and lasted for a week to the 9th of
September. The W.A organisers had found that over fifty people registered for the field trip. The trip
route headed north to Geraldton on the W.A. coast then north-east into the Murchison mineral field with
overnight stays at Mt Magnet, Cue and in the De Grussa mine personnel accommodation ‘village’. A
large number of sites were visited during the trip with images shown of many of them and the minerals to
be found or collected. The sites included the Three Springs Talc mine, Boogardie Station noted for the
presence of fine orbicular granite, the Poona Emerald Field, the De Grussa mine, Thaduna, the
Dalgaranga Meteorite Crater, the Mt Farmer Pegmatite site and the St Barbara mines at Leonora.

Commencing the field trip
A ‘herd of mineral collectors being rounded up’

Mount Farmer Pegmatite

At Boogardie Station. Visitor standing alongside
a large slab of Orbicular Granite

The Orbicular Granite

After the Seminar field trip had finished and before he left West Australia Geoff Parsons detoured
to visit and photograph the ‘Super Pit’ at Kalgoorlie and also the Mt Weld Rare Earth mine which is
currently producing from 10 – 15% of the World’s production of REE. Mt Weld is a large and high grade
deposit and the only major producer outside China. The production is principally of lanthanum, cerium,
neodymium and praseodymium but also of other rare earths. The ore is concentrated on site then sent to
Malaysia for further processing.
In conclusion Geoff Parsons recommended that Field Trips are fun and adventurous and he has
found that a trip adds to the mass of rock already at home that has to be sorted through, trimmed, cleaned
and mineral specimens extracted, …… which adds many more hours of fun.
*******
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Mineralogical Treasures of China
Ian Graham
The second speaker for the evening was Ian Graham who described a trip he had taken to China
last year accompanied by a few of his students officially to attend a conference at the China University of
Mining and Technology in Beijing. In addition during the visit he had managed to include a considerable
amount of travelling about the country sight-seeing, staying in modern hotels in the cities visited,
sampling the local foods and particularly visiting several of the major and modern geological museums in
Beijing, Xuzhou, Taiyuan and Xi’an.
The lecture was illustrated by over two hundred images mainly of very large mineral specimens in
the museums but also of carvings, gemstones and some fossils. The minerals photographed were virtually
all of several tens of centimetres in size. Outside the museums the lecture photographic display included
images of some of the modern buildings in China but also of older buildings and artefacts including the
Imperial Summer Palace, the site of the Ming Tombs, a section of the Great Wall and views of the
terracotta soldiers near the city of Xi’an, - which of course were not at all modern although all have been
substantially maintained or renovated in recent times.

Getting around in China quickly.
A notice at the railway station.

The Great Wall

The hotel in Xuzhou where the visitors stayed

Imperial banquet in Beijing
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Molybdenite. Kingsgate, New South Wales

A terracotta soldier. Only 2,300 years old

Emerald. Wenshan, Yunnan

Modern Chinese architecture

8

Gold specimen in the Shanxi Museum
of Geology, Taiyuan

At the end of his lecture Ian Graham answered a number of questions. He had purchased some
mineral specimens during his visit to China finding that US dollars could be used as well as the local
currency and that he had not found difficulty in exporting the specimens.

***********
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
BACK FROM TUCSON SHOW
Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th of March, from 9.00am to 5.00pm
on Saturday and 9.00am to 4.00pm on Sunday.
At the Masonic Hall in Turramurra, on the corner of The Pacific Highway and Turramurra Avenue.
Parking available in a car park on the corner of Turramurra Avenue and Gilroy Lane.
‘New and amazing stock from the 2020 Tucson Gem & Mineral show.
Presented by KRISTALEN, Peter and Debbie Beckwith, 0412 333 150;
and QUALITY GEM ROUGH SUPPLIES, Glen Huntley, 0427 945 087.
Rachelle Juter Jewellers will also be at the Show with bespoke jewellery.’

*******
ROCK SWAP by the Canberra Lapidary Club Inc
Over Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th of March 2020
In the Exhibition Park (EPIC) - Wagtail Way. (Camping Ground); Entry Free
‘Fossickers & dealers selling : Minerals, crystals, jewellery, rough & cut gemstones, opals, fossils.
Food Available
Sieve for Sapphires
Pan for Gold’

www.canberralapidary.org.au: canberralapidary@gmail.com Ph : 02 6260 5322 (Workshop)
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2020 GEMBOREE
GEMBOREE 2020, Australia’s National Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show,
will be held over the Easter weekend from the 10th to the 13th of April 2020
in the Albury Showgrounds.

*******
NATIONAL GEM & CRYSTAL EXPO
Over the 18th & 19th of April, in the Hawkesbury Indoor Stadium, 16 Stewart Street, South Windsor.
Entry fee. Information from Facebook page @Agamexpos or telephone Peter Beckwith on 04112 333 150
‘The LARGEST Indoor Gem & Crystal Expo in Australia attended by many of Australia’s Leading
Dealers
and Traders in Gemstones, Crystals, Meteorites, Fossils, Jewellery, Mineral Specimens,
Cutting Rough, Findings, Gold Nuggets, Metaphysical Needs and so much more’

*******
30th Lismore GEMFEST
Lismore Showground, (Northern Rivers NSW).
Over Saturday 16th 9AM to 5pm & Sunday 17th 9am to 3pm May 2020
In the Lismore Showgrounds.
‘Australia’s largest annual Gem & Mineral Show. Celebrating 30 years in 2020.
Over 140 Tailgaters and Dealers over two Massive days.
Displays of Minerals, Gems, Fossils, Jewellery and Equipment from all over the world.
Family Fun including Sand Sieving for Crystals and Gem Fossicking on the Hill’

***********

10

THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF N.S.W. INC.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Membership fees are due from January 1st
Please provide your full name, postal address, telephone number/s
and e-mail address (if available). Members with e-mail capability
will receive the Newsletter and other information only by e-mail.
NAME:
POSTAL ADDRESS:

Telephone
E-mail address

………………………………………………….………
……………………………………………….…………
…………………………………………….……………
……………………………………………….…………
(ah)……………..…….
(bh)………………..…………
(mobile)………………………………………………….….….
…………………………………………..……………..……….

FEES: Adult membership, Sydney metropolitan area
Adult membership, country or interstate
Child/youth (under 18 years), or student member

$30
$25
$20

Additional family members (spouse/partner and children only) can be admitted for membership at
the cost of $5 each (after the first member’s costs as per the list above), If applying for additional family
members, please list the name(s) here:
…………..….…………….
……………………….…….

……..……………..…….

Options for payment
1).

Direct Credit / bank transfer to the Society’s account
The account details are: Commonwealth Bank:
Account Name: Mineralogical Society of NSW Inc.
BSB: 062016 Account number: 28023647

Please put your name in the Memo line when making a direct debit/bank transfer so that the
Society will know who the payment is from. If any of your address or telephone details have changed you
should provide those details on this form and return it to the Treasurer or Secretary - either : 1) at the next General Meeting,
2) by e-mail to quartzandsirius@hotmail.com
3) by post to the address below
2).

Cheque or Australia Post Money Order sent with a completed renewal form to : The Mineralogical Society of New South Wales Inc.
58 Amazon Rd,
Seven Hills,
NSW 2147

3).
Cash or cheque delivered to the Treasurer, or in his absence the Secretary, at any
General meeting
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