
    THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY 

OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC 

    Website: www.minsocnsw.org.au 

     Please address all correspondence to :- 

             The Secretary, 58 Amazon Road, Seven Hills, NSW 2147 

 

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2026 

 
The June Meeting will be held in the clubrooms of the Parramatta and Holroyd Lapidary Club  

at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville, at 7.30 pm on Friday the 12th of June.  

 

Members please note: 
 The Meeting is on the second Friday of June, after the King’s Birthday long weekend. 

   
The 12th of June Meeting program will comprise a lecture to be given by John Chapman on 

   

The John O’Dwyer Broken Hill Collection. 
 

There will also be a talk to be given by Terry Hogarth by virtual mode on  

 

Skullduggery and the Art of Deception.  
 

*********** 
 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS and PROGRAMS 
  

July 3rd : There will be a lecture on the Glen Smith Collection of Broken Hill Minerals to be 

given by Paul Carr, Steven Petkovski and Malcolm Southwood. 

  

August 7th : Society Annual General Meeting followed by the Mayne-Walker Memorial Lecture. 

 

  September 4th : Description of the Berlin Natural History Museum by Graham Ogle. 

   

*********** 
 

The SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
 

 PRESIDENT:    Dieter Mylius                    Mobile: 0412 516 193 

       E-mail: dieterm@internode.on.net  

 VICE-PRESIDENT:   John Chapman        Tel: (02) 9808 3481 

       E-mail: chapmanjr@optusnet.com.au 

 SECRETARY:   George Laking       Tel: (02) 9636 7145 

                Mobile: 0468 387 899 

       E-mail: bglaking@tech2u.com.au 

TREASURER:   Graham Ogle         Mobile: 0400 683 574 

       E-mail:   

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Haley Bambridge        Mobile: 0413 100 344 

Dioni Cendon        Tel:  (02) 9717 3937 

Brian Holden         Mobile: 0408 418 937    

 

http://www.minsocnsw.org.au/
mailto:dieterm@internode.on.net
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The MAY MEETING 
 

   

 The May Meeting program was the Society Annual Mineral Auction. After a slow response from 

members to send in information about specimens they were to enter in the Auction eventually about 80 

specimens and some trays of minerals for silent auction were brought in. Due to the slow response a sale list 

could only be distributed on the day before the Meeting. However the entire evening until quite late was 

taken up with the Auction during which over $1,800 changed hands. 

 

*********** 

 
 The following Field Trip Report has been written and compiled by Denis O’Brien with photographic 

contributions from several of the other Trip attendees.   

 
  

MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF N.S.W. 

FIELD TRIP REPORT TO MANUKA MINE, COBAR 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 2ND AND 3RD OF MAY 2026 

Denis O’Brien 

 

 
 

L. to R. Ken, Debbie, Peter, Dieter, Sue, Romina, Dave, Lynne, Terry, Brian E.  
Jeff, Kevin, John, Denis, Mark, Brian H. 

 
Seventeen enthusiastic mineral collectors gathered at Manuka Mine near Cobar over the first weekend in 
May 2026 for two days to search for special smoky quartz crystals and other minerals. Participants found 
accommodation in either Cobar or Mount Hope which involved a return journey each day of around 200 km. 
Everyone noted the abundance of wildlife on the roadsides, mainly kangaroos and goats but also pigs, 
sheep and emus. Fortunately, there were no collisions, but there were some near misses.  
 
Mine operations limited the area for fossicking to the central dump as the northern and southern dumps 
were out of bounds for safety reasons. However, this still provided a large area that was familiar to most 
participants. Day one was fine and sunny and after signing in participants spread out to look for the lustrous 
smoky quartz crystals with some success. 
 
Day two was cloudy and cool with occasional light drizzle. Due to fading light and concerns about wildlife on 
the road sides, collecting was concluded at 3.00pm which was a wise decision. A successful weekend 
resulted in participants making good finds of smoky quartz, Calcite, Chalcophanite and marine fossils. 
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John Chapman reports that 6.5 kg of crystals (over 150 specimens) were collected and donated to the 
TESEP, the Teachers Earth Science Education program. Thanks to all who generously donated specimens. 
 
Special thanks to: 
  
Manuka Mine Management and Ben for the special privilege to fossick for crystals. 
Brian H. for arranging the trip and liaising with Manuka Mine management.  
Kevin C. for the necessary oversight and certifying of SWMS. 

 
 

The PHOTOGRAPHS 
  

 

The convoy under escort into the mine (Photo: Romina) 
 
 

 

The car park at the central dump (Photo: Denis) 
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The central dump showing the white clay (Photo: Romina) 
 

 

John C., Brian E. and Kevin C. (Photo: Dens) 
 
 

          
Brian H. with a superb hand sized         Brian E. (Photo: Denis).          Brian E.s 11cm prize 
      specimen (Photo: John C.)          specimen (Photo: Brian E.) 
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   A good terminated specimen found on the  A fine terminated stepped specimen found 
         first day. (Photo: Denis)    by Dave  (Photo: Romina) 
 
 
 

      

Chalcophanite found by Dave (Photo: Romina)  Crinoid fossils (Photo: Romina) 
 
 
 

      
 
     Brecciated Dolomite with quartz crystals      David and Romina’s crystals (Photo: Romina) 
     in cavities showing how the crystals are  
                formed (photo: John C.) 
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A fine crystal point (Photo: Denis)  Romina’s multi terminated crystal (Photo: Romina) 

 
 

 

 

    The convoy leaving under escort pausing to let the B Triple pass (Photo: Romina) 
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Mount Hope sunset (Photo: Brian E.) 

  

*********** 

 

EQUIPMENT LOANS 
  

The following Society equipment is available for borrowing by members. The table indicates who is 

the custodian of each item of equipment and ultimately responsible for it, who has currently borrowed it, who 

wishes to borrow it next and what dates are applicable to the borrowing and returning. The items listed would 

be brought to Society meetings each month by the custodian or current borrower for the next member 

wishing to use the equipment who will have applied to the custodian.   

 

Mineralogical Society of NSW   - Equipment loans 

Item Custodian Current      
holder  

Return due 
date 

Booked to   Booked 
from        
date 

Booked to date 

*Binocular 
Microscope #1 

Graham Ogle 
0400 683 574 

           

Binocular 
Microscope #2 

George Laking 
0468 387 899 

          

Radiation 
detector 

Brian Holden 
0408 418 937 

 George Laking  12/06/2026    
   

Rock trimmer 
John Chapman 
0435 085 050 
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CB radios (2) 
Brian Holden 
0408 418 937           

UV Lamp 
George Laking 
0468 387 899           

Contact the custodian to borrow an item.         

Collect at a meeting, keep for one month, return to 
the custodian at the following meeting.     

*Binocular Microscope #1 is reserved for the 
Micro-mineral group      

 

*********** 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
  

Edensor Park Gem & Crystal Expo 2026 
  

To be held in the King Tom Club 223 Edensor Road, Edensor Park, Sydney. 

Over Saturday 13th June & Sunday 14th June. 
 

‘There will be displays and demonstrations by the Bankstown and Districts Lapidary Club as well as traders 
and dealers from around Australia. Items for sale by the many traders will include jewellery, gemstones, 

beads, opals, carvings, gem rough, lapidary cutting rough, fossils, meteorites,  
and mineral specimens from Australia and all over the world.’ 

 

******* 
 

 Blaxland Gem & Mineral Club Gem Show 

 
Sat/Sun 15-16 August 2026.  8:30 to 4 pm daily 

 
‘Displays and Sales of lapidary work, gems, rocks, minerals, jewelry, beads and gemstones 

Entry: Adults $3, Children $1. Being held in the Glenbrook Community Hall 
Great Western Highway, Glenbrook (adjoining the Glenbrook Theatre).’ 

 

******* 

 
WESTERN SYDNEY Gem & Crystal Expo 2026 

 

Over Saturday & Sunday August 22 - August 23 

Penrith Valley Regional Sports Centre 30 Herbert St, Cambridge Park, NSW, Australia 

  

 ******* 
 

TRAMSHEDS Gem & Crystal Expo  

 

At 1 Dalgal Way, Forest Lodge, NSW over Friday 2nd October (4:30pm till 7:30pm)  

Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th (normal hours) OCTOBER 2026 

  

******* 

 

 

https://agamexpos.com.au/event/edensor-park-gem-crystal-expo/
https://agamexpos.com.au/event/western-sydney-gem-crystal-expo/
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CARLINGFORD Gem & Crystal Expo 2026 

 
Over Saturday & Sunday November 28th & 29th in the  

ROSELEA COMMUNITY CENTRE,  645 Pennant Hills Rd, Carlingford, NSW. 

  

*********** 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://agamexpos.com.au/event/carlingford-gem-crystal-expo/

