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NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025

The June Meeting will be held in the clubrooms of the Parramatta and Holroyd Lapidary Club
at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville, at 7.30 pm on Friday the 13" of June.

David Colchester will give the third of his talks on: -

Introduction to Crystallography — Part 3.

The second lecture of the evening will be given by Dioni Cendon on : -

‘Rare Earth Elements (REE): Misconceptions, Oddities, and some Minerals’
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS and PROGRAMS

July 4 There will be a lecture to be given by Lee Spencer and lan Graham on :- ‘Oxide
Mineral Species from Base Metal Veins Peripheral to the Mount Turner Porphyry Cu-Mo System,
Georgetown, Far North Queensland’. There will not be a minitalk.

August 15 Society A.G.M. and the Mayne/Walkers Memorial Lecture. The Memorial
lecture will be given by Lindsay Gilligan, ex-Director of the Geological Survey of NSW.
The title of the lecture is to be confirmed.

September 5: Program to be confirmed.
October, date to be confirmed: 2025. The MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY’s 50th YEAR

2025 is the 50th year since inauguration of the Mineralogical Society in May 1975 and it is intended
that there should be a substantial celebration to be held in October, 50 years to the month from the first
Society General Meeting.

Suggestions are welcome for the Commemoration which should surely involve an evening dinner
at a restaurant venue which would be capable of accommodating a large number of people, members, ex-
members and friends.

November 14™: The Society Meeting will be held on the second Friday of the month after a request
by the Lapidary Club which has scheduled another function on the first Friday.

December 6" (Saturday). The Annual Society Christmas Social and Swap n’ Sell will be held during
daytime hours, probably between 11.00 am and 3.00 pm and will include a sausage sizzle lunch.


http://www.minsocnsw.org.au/
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The SOCIETY COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT: Dieter Mylius Mobile: 0412 516 193
E-mail: dieterm@internode.on.net
VICE-PRESIDENT: John Chapman Tel: (02) 9808 3481
E-mail: chapmanjr@optusnet.com.au
SECRETARY: George Laking Tel: (02) 9636 7145
Mobile: 0468 387 899
E-mail: bglaking@tech2u.com.au
TREASURER: Graham Ogle Mobile: 0400 683 574
E-mail: quartzandsirius@hotmail.com
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Haley Bambridge Mobile: 0413 100 344
Denis O’Brien Tel: (02) 6360 3412
Geoff Parsons Tel: (02) 9548 3289
Ed Zbik Mobile: 0401 538 480
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WELCOME

Welcome to new member Greg Sutcliffe of Five Dock.
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The MAY MEETING

The program at the May Meeting was the Society Annual Mineral Auction which again this year
was conducted competently and cheerfully by Glenn Brown. During the course of the Auction and with the
silent auctions a little over $1,500 of sales were made.

Several members who had been on the recent Field Trip to the Manuka mine described their
experiences with which they had been very pleased and which had been quite productive of amounts of the
unusual quartz crystals for which the site is noted. The Trip had been well organised and compliments were
due to the members who had made the trip possible with a considerable amount of preliminary work before
then leading the Trip. The arrangements had involved maintaining the necessary contacts with the mine
management, then compiling and checking through a mountain of paperwork and finally leading the party
of about twenty enthusiastic collectors. The party was allowed on the mine property for three days although
not all members were able to attend on each day. All however were able to collect a rewarding quantity of
specimens, mainly of the quartz but also of a few other minerals.
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The following Field Trip Report has been written and compiled by Denis O’Brien with
photographic contributions from several other of the Trip attendees.
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FIELD TRIP REPORT
MANUKA MINE, COBAR
28, 29t and 30" APRIL 2025

An enthusiastic group of up to 18 Minsoc members travelled to Manuka Mine near Cobar for 3
days in late April 2025 to look for the lustrous smokey quartz crystals that the site is known for.
Some participants had been to the mine several times but for others it was their first visit.

Bright sunshine and clear skies made perfect conditions for collecting crystals but recent heavy
rain created some worries. It was thought that all the gravel roads to the mine were closed due
to boggy conditions but after a flurry of phone calls on Sunday night and Monday morning it was
found that the roads were open with some muddy patches.

At the mine only the main north-south haulage road was accessible for vehicles and so a lot of
walking was involved to collect at the various locations off road. On arrival participants parked
near the ROM heaps for a safety briefing and site introduction. Remarkably, several good crystals
were found on the ground within seconds. A very encouraging start.

Many quartz crystals were found around the ROM piles, the northern dump access ramp, and the
central dump. Anecdotally, fewer specimens were found in places where last year many had
been found and in other places crystals were unexpectedly more abundant.

Good rainfall is needed between collecting expeditions to wash away the white clay layers and
expose the crystals underneath.

Participants stayed at either Mount Hope or Cobar as Manuka Mine is conveniently sited midway
between the two. However, this required a round trip each day of around 200km. As there is no
fuel at Mount Hope participants staying there needed to be fully self-sufficient for fuel. The results
repaid the effort involved and participants were rewarded with superb quartz crystal specimens
as well as specimens of Chalcophanite, Gypsum and Pyrite.

*A new discovery on this field trip was some good-sized specimens of what is thought to be
Bromargyrite, an uncommon bromine and silver mineral.

Thanks to:

John C. for initiating the field trip

Brian H. as trip leader for organising the event

Brian E. for advice and mineral identification

Mark W. for completing the mountain of necessary documentation

Romina , Greg, Mark S., and Ken for their great photos. Sadly, there was not enough space to
publish them all.

And, as always, our most sincere thanks to Manuka Mine management for their kindness and
courtesy in allowing Minsoc to collect specimens.



Field Trip Participants — 3™ day (Left to right)
Dave, Romina, Terry, Lynne, Brian E., John, Dulcie, Ken, Greg, Brian H. Denis
(Photo: Romina D.)

The convoy to the mine. (Photo: Romina D.)

Grand overview of Manuka Mine.
(Photo: Greg A.)



Manuka Road - kangaroos were an additional hazard to the mud.
(Photo: Denis O.)

The car park where good crystals were found on the ground beside the cars.
(Photo Greg A.)

An eroded channel - a good place to look for crystals. (Photo: Romina D.)



A rain-washed gully — another good place to look for crystals. (Photo: Denis O.)
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Nice crystals as found by Greg in situ.
(Photos: Greg A)



ted by an exposed point above ground.

Photo: Romina D.)

indica

A buried crystal
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3rd day.

A great crystal found by Ken in situ

)

(Photo: Denis O.

Bromargyrite (7.5cm).
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Fenestrated quartz)

(Photo: Ken M).

(Photo: Denis O.)
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*Bromargyrite *Bromargyrite
(Photo: Denis O) (Photo: Mark S.)
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Crystal from the central dump. Crystal from the car park
(Photos: Denis O.) (Photo: Denis O.)
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Multi point crystals found by Mark S.
(Photos: Mark S.)




Gypsum (Photo: Romina D.)

Chalcophanite Dolomite crystals
(Photo: Romina D.) (Photo: Romina D.)
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Field trip collection — note 30cm scale bar.
(Photo: Romina D.))
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Field trip collection (Photo: Mark S)
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Field trip collection — note the 30cm scale bar (Photo: Denis O)

Disclaimer
Mineral identification is based on field indicators, prior knowledge, and advice
received, *pending confirmation.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

45TH Annual Gem Show & Exhibition by the
Campbelltown & Districts Lapidary Club

Saturday 12 July 2025 9.30AM — 5 PM & Sunday 13 July 2025 9.30AM — 4PM
In the Greg Percival Community Centre, Oxford Street, Ingleburn, NSW.
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The Illawarra Lapidary Club Inc will hold Open Day Christmas in July
on Sunday the 20" of July from 9am to 2pm at 51 Meadow Street, Tarrawanna. — Free Entry.

Club members selling Mineral Specimens, Fossils, Lapidary Materials, Jewellery & more.
Morning Tea and Sausage Sizzle Lunch available.

Khkkdn

Blaxland Gem & Mineral Club Gem Show
Sat/Sun 16" -17™ August 2025 8:30 to 4 pm daily

Displays and Sales of lapidary work, gems, rocks, minerals, jewellery, beads and gemstones
Entry: Adults $3, Children $1.
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WESTERN SYDNEY GEM & MINERAL EXPO
Saturday & Sunday August the 23" & 24™ in the Penrith Regional Sports Centre,
30 Herbert Street, Cambridge Park.

‘The Western Sydney Gem and Mineral Expo has been proudly organized by the Australian Gem
and Mineral Expos in conjunction with the Hawkesbury Valley Lapidary Club. On sale are gems, minerals,
fossils, jewellry, beads, metaphysical products, meteorites, crystals, gem rough, lapidary needs. There are
also lapidary demonstrations and information on joining the lapidary club.’
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The State Gem and Mineral Show, GEMKHANA 2025
To be held on Saturday 13th September and Sunday 14th September next.
at the Hawkesbury District Agricultural Showground at Clarendon.

The show will feature handcrafted jewellery, faceted stones, polished stones (cabochons), stone carving,
minerals, fossils and crystals. Traders will be on site selling jewellery, crystals, cut stones, lapidary
equipment, faceting and slabs.
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TRAMSHEDS Gem & Crystal Expo
To be held at 1 Dalgal Way, Forest Lodge, Glebe, Sydney
Over Friday, Saturday & Sunday September the 26™ to 280,
Friday 26th (4:30pm till 7:30pm) Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th September.
‘The Expo will be open on Friday for just three hours to allow a sneak preview as well as being available
for customers who have to work on weekends. Trust me, we know all about that!’
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The Joint Mineralogical Societies of Australasia 47th Annual Seminar.
Saturday the 4th of October to Sunday the 19th of October 2025.

The Seminar this year is being hosted by the South Australia Mineralogical Society
and will be held in Hahndorf, South Australia. The theme of the conference is : -

Radioactive and Rare-earth Minerals

Field Trips are planned both before and after the Seminar. This event is currently being planned and
further details will be advertised more widely as they become available.

Seminar Venue is Discovery Parks the ADELAIDE HILLS CONFERENCE CENTRE
(located on the Adelaide side of Hahndorf, 145a Mt Barker Road)
Phone: (08) 8388 7921
www.discoverholidayparks.com.au/hahndorf

VENUE EVENTS: At the Lakeview Conference Room

Pre-conference field trips:

Visit to TATE Geoscience Museum at
the Adelaide University and the
collection at the S.A. Museum, North
Tce, Adelaide.

Sun 5th Oct

Field trip to the “"Wild Dog Uranium
Mon 6th Oct Mine”, the Carrickalinga Alunite and
the Talisker Silver-Lead Mines.

Tues 7th Oct Collecting NE of Adelaide for garnets

Seminar and Events at
Lakeview Conference Room

Wed 8th Oct Presentation of papers by a range of

Thur 9th Oct speakers from around Australia

Thur 9th Oct Annual dinner in Hahndorf venue
Fri 10th Oct Micromount workshop and mineral sale
Post-conference activities:

Visit the Adelaide Gem and Mineral

Sat 11th Oct Club show
Post-conference field trips:

Mon 13th Oct to Field trips are subject to confirmation
(and now put back one day from the
Sun 19th Oct  12th to the 13th for logistical reasons)

Contact details and more information can be obtained from :-

President Harold Gallasch: gallasch@bukartilla.com.au
Secretary Lyndon Symons: secretaryminsoc@gmail.com



http://www.discoverholidayparks.com.au/hahndorf
http://www.discoverholidayparks.com.au/hahndorf
mailto:gallasch@bukartilla.com.au
mailto:secretaryminsoc@gmail.com
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CARLINGFORD Gem & Crystal Expo

Being held over Saturday & Sunday November the 22nd & 23rd in the
Roselea Community Centre, 645 Pennant Hills Road, Carlingford.
Open from 9:30am on both days and closing at 5:00pm on the Saturday and at 4:00pm on Sunday.

The Carlingford Gem and Mineral Expo is hosted by Australian Gem and Mineral Expos. It is an
annual event where specialist dealers from all parts of Australia come to display and sell their products. On
sale are quality gems, minerals, fossils, jewellery, beads, metaphysical products, meteorites, crystals, gem

rough and lapidary needs.

For more information, please contact Peter on 0412 333 150 or email at agamexpos@outlook.com
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