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The July Meeting will be held in the clubrooms of the Parramatta and Holroyd Lapidary Club
at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville, at 7.30 pm on Friday the 3™ of July.

The main lecture of the night will be by Paul Carr, Steven Petkovski and Malcolm Southwood.
The Glen Smith Collection of Broken Hill Minerals

Paul Carr will present the talk remotely via the on-line tool Zoom.

Dioni Cendon will provide some follow-up comments to his earlier lecture given at the April Meeting.

Modern Tools for Confident Mineral Identification,
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS and PROGRAMS

August 7" : Society Annual General Meeting followed by the Mayne-Walker Memorial Lecture
to be given by Peter Elliott ‘Australian New Minerals in the 21st Century’.

September 4™ : Lecture by Ross Pogson on A Cliefden Cave and Speleothems at the
Australian Museum. There will also be a mini-talk to be given by Graham Ogle on the
Berlin Natural History Museum

October 9™ : (Second Friday). Program to be advised.
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The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  Friday 7th of August 2026

Members are hereby duly notified that the Meeting on Friday the 7" of August 2026 will be the
Society Annual General Meeting which will commence at 7.30 p.m. in the Parramatta and Holroyd
Lapidary Clubroom.

The A.G.M. will present the President's report for 2025/2026, the Treasurer's report and presentation
of the annual financial accounts for 2025/2026 and the election of the Society Committee and office-bearers
for 2026/2027. All Committee positions are open for nomination and election. Any other business may also
be raised and discussed.

Nomination forms for election to the 2026/2027 Committee are included with this Newsletter or may
be obtained from the Secretary if required. According to the Society Constitution nominations should be
received seven days before the commencement of the A.G.M. If insufficient nominations are received before
the commencement of the A.G.M. they can be accepted at the Meeting.


http://www.minsocnsw.org.au/
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Only financial and Honorary Life members of the Society are eligible for nomination or allowed to
participate in any voting. Any members who feel able to serve on the Committee are urged to discuss this
with any of the current Committee members and then to arrange for another member to propose them and
provide the nomination form. A member can be nominated for but cannot hold more than one position.

Nomination forms may be sent to the Secretary electronically at bglaking2 I (@gmail.com. Given any
possible computer or internet delays, members sending forms by e-mail should ask for a confirmation that
they have been received. Members sending hard copy nomination forms by post are reminded to address all
correspondence to :-

The Secretary, Mineralogical Society of NSW Inc,
58 Amazon Road, Seven Hills, NSW 2147
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The SOCIETY COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT: Dieter Mylius Mobile: 0412 516 193
E-mail: dieterm@internode.on.net
VICE-PRESIDENT: John Chapman Tel: (02) 9808 3481
E-mail: chapmanjr@optusnet.com.au
SECRETARY: George Laking Tel: (02) 9636 7145
Mobile: 0468 387 899
E-mail: bglaking?1(@gmail.com
TREASURER: Graham Ogle Mobile: 0400 683 574
E-mail: quartzandorion@gmail.com
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Haley Bambridge Mobile: 0413 100 344
Dioni Cendon Tel: (02) 9717 3937
Brian Holden Mobile: 0408 418 937
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The JUNE MEETING

The June meeting was opened by the President, Dieter Mylius, who asked Brian Holden to deliver a
report of the previous Field Trip to Manuka and the prospects for other trips in the future.

Brian Holden offered thanks to all the people who had participated and helped set up the Manuka
Trip, which went very well in spite of arrangements having to be made at short notice, once permission had
been obtained from the mine management. As John Chapman had already noted, quite a good response had
been achieved in supplying quartz crystals to the TESEP program. Brian Holden stressed that if any members
had suggestions to make about field trips and sites which could be visited, they were urged to contact him.

Sadly Brian Holden had to announce that the mineralogical fraternity had lost another member. Ron
Jillett in Emmaville had just passed away that week. Society members visiting Emmaville, notably those on
the October 2024 field trip to New England which included a visit to the Emmaville museum would
remember Ron. The Emmaville Museum Website has provided a eulogy to a long-time and valued member
of their community. Following : -


mailto:bglaking21@gmail.com
mailto:dieterm@internode.on.net
mailto:quartzandorion@gmail.com
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Emmaville Mining Museum

“Vale Ron Jillett.

The Emmaville Mining Museum has suffered a sad loss with the passing of Mr Ron
Jillett, known as Ronnie to his many friends.

Ronnie was the mainstay and public face of the mining museum for over a quarter of
a century. Ronnie lived his entire eighty six years in the Tent Hill Emmaville area and was
an avid fossicker all his life. He was always willing to share his wealth of knowledge with the
many museum visitors. Ronnie's vast mineral collection is housed in the museum and it is
certain that he would be happy in the knowledge that his collecting efforts will bring joy to
the museum visitors for many years to come.

Ronnie will be sadly missed by all who knew him.”

Geoff Parsons addressed the Meeting to describe a recent trip he had made to South Australia to ‘look
around’ Kangaroo Island, the Fleurieu Peninsula, Victor Harbour and Port Elliott. He was impressed at
certain of the sites visited with some of the coarsest granites he had ever seen.

Dioni Cendon reported on his recent visit to Ballarat to attend the 48th Annual Joint Mineralogical
Societies Seminar over the previous weekend. There were delegates from all the Australian states, a full
lecture program, successful auction, mineral sales and field trips.

Dieter Myllius introduced the first speaker for the evening, Terry Hogarth, who was to give his

lecture by virtual mode from his home in Cambewarra. The lecture was illustrated with a number of images
projected as the lecture progressed.
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Skulduggery

and the Art of Deception )
Terry Hogarth \Jj

Terry Hogarth introduced himself advising that he is a life-long friend of minerals, from about the age
of six. Over the years he had come across many examples of minerals which have been altered or ‘improved’,
- or so the owner may have intended. The speaker’s lecture this evening was to provide a number of
examples or ruses, - of alterations, repairs or ‘enhancements’.

Most ruses can be broken down into the following subjects:

Man Made Crystals; Coated Crystals

Chemical Reaction to Crystals Mechanic Alteration of Crystals
Irradiation of Crystals Heat Treatment of Crystals
Dyeing of Crystals Misrepresentation

Hoax Artisan products


https://www.facebook.com/emmavilleminingmuseum?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZb3mw4Iu3grTaQgwpfMd--k5EJr3PfFmBFWELPflfLpAlBKrRPuXfQ7JOA6aS0Puqn0H9Nq-UZos5WiUckW0Dbo8m5REA8tuYLBWGaYWh7OaPqOX6JYYKpNTcHqFHg12nuoIVWd1BXNTOquo9orl2DF7pTYIttMq0z0UDy4xkC7eQ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R

Partial fake

The small aquamarine at the front has
been glued into the matrix to give the
specimen better balance and make it
more interesting to the buyer. It was
never there to begin with. The rest of
the specimen is original.

Aquamarine, Mica & Albite,

Kunar, Afghanistan 8 x 5 cms.

Fake

Only one very small crystal is original
and the remainder have been added.

Cerussite on matrix.
Broken Hill, NSW, Australia.
9 x 6 cms.

Repair

Two original parts have been glued back
together and there has been no other tampering
or fabrication. This is acceptable as long as the
buyer is made aware of the fact. Price should be
about half of the normal unrepaired market
value.

Scolecite, nr Mumbai, India. 14 x 5 cms

Wrong Label

Some doubts about whether the label
and the specimen belong to each
other.

Locality Misrepresentation

Often specimen localities are wrong.
Particularly when a highly prized
classic location is given to increase
the price of a specimen




A nice selection of polished agate geodes. Note the whimsical label, ‘Fossilised Coconuts’.

Manufactured ‘Specimens’

Made in Poland; 5cm x 3.5cm Made in Poland; 5cm x 3.5cm



Sulphur

Agrigento Province, Sicily, Italy,
5.5cm x 3.5cms

Between 1975 and 1976 Dr Sergio
Martinat artificially produced over
1,000 fake Sulphur specimens
done on authentic rock matrix.

Some are in museum collections or
have been published.

Caveat Emptor

“Let the Buyer beware”
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The second lecture for the evening was given by John Chapman who in 2011 had been asked to
photograph the John O’Dwyer mineral collection as a documentary and photographic record. The task turned
out to be a substantial project involving the speaker travelling to Broken Hill and staying for some two weeks
to carefully photograph virtually the whole collection producing 534 top-quality images.

The lecture was illustrated with a montage of over eighty fine photographs interspersed with notes on
the project provided by the speaker. Only a very small selection of the photographs can be shown following.

The John O’Dwyer Broken Hill Mineral Collection

John Chapman

John O’Dwyer was born in 1957 and lived
most of his life in Broken Hill. He worked at the South
Mine, North Mine, Zinc Mine, NBHC Mine and
Southern Cross Mine Leases.

John accumulated one of the finest private
collections of Broken Hill minerals at that time,
specimens were on display at his home.

He needed photographs for a website to start
selling specimens.
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| get the Job

Don’t know where he got my name. Got a call in early 2008. | was experimenting with a
photographic setup based on Jeff Scovil's system. Mineral photography is not about the
camera but rather about lighting the specimen. Finalised design and construction of my

setup. Drove to Broken Hill.
The collection
Arrived in Broken Hill. Housed in an annex at the back of his house.

A stunning sight - walls lined with glass cabinets stocked with beautiful minerals.
A few stood out on first viewing

Jeff Scovill's photographic setup

Dream job or hard work

Photographing for 7 hours a day and then and then processing for 1 to 2 hours a night.
After 5 days of solid photography, it was a time for a break. Then back to photographing
for another 7 days solid. After finishing the processing back in Sydney there were 534

fully completed images
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John loved his fishing. Here on the banks of the Murray River

The Mineral Collection Hypogene Minerals

The collection was dominated by hypogene (primary) minerals
Rhodonite, garnets (spessartine) and calcite were particularly prominent

Sphalerite crystals North Mine 9 cm across Spessartine crﬁ/stals on galena, North Mine.



Hedenbergite crystals, North Mine Fluorite

Acicular bustamite on apophyllite,
North Mine. 13 cm across

Interlocking cubes of spessartine, Rhodochrosite with quartz
North Mine. 4 cm across

Supergene (secondary) minerals

Many of the supergene minerals come from the South Mine. | imagine he self-collected
some but also purchased or traded with other miners and collectors.
Cerussite is very prominent in the collection and there are some beautiful examples.
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Cerrusite Cerussite, reticulated

Azurite and malachite Copper with cuprite coating, South Mine
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Where did they go?

John had serious medical conditions and decided to start selling the collection.
Evidently, he was quite a difficult man to deal with and could drive a tough deal
He traded at the Canberra Show but was not very successful due to his pricing.
Evidently the website came into its own and he sold a fair amount overseas.
After his death | understand that the collection passed to his sister and brother
who then sold it to a collector in Adelaide Hills of South Australia.

Final comment

Was the cost of professional photography worth it?

There was the success in selling overseas via the website.
Record of the collection.  Contributes to one’s legacy.
Tribute published in the AUM with 3 pages of the photographs.
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EQUIPMENT LOANS

The following Society equipment is available for borrowing by members. The table indicates who is
the custodian of each item of equipment and ultimately responsible for it, who has currently borrowed it, who
wishes to borrow it next and what dates are applicable to the borrowing and returning. The items listed would
be brought to Society meetings each month by the custodian or current borrower for the next member
wishing to use the equipment who will have applied to the custodian.

Mineralogical Society of NSW - Equipment loans

Item Custodian Current Return due Booked to Booked Booked to date
holder date from
date
*Binocular Graham Ogle
Microscope #1 0400 683 574
Binocular George Laking
Microscope #2 0468 387 899
Radiation Brian Holden .
detector 0408 418 937 | CeoreeLaking | 3/07/2026
. John Chapman
Rock trimmer 0435 085 050
. Brian Holden
CB radios (2) 0408 418 937
George Laking
UVilamp 0468 387 899

Contact the custodian to borrow an item.

Collect at a meeting, keep for one month, return to
the custodian at the following meeting.

*Binocular Microscope #1 is reserved for the
Micro-mineral group

Sdhdhddbdhk
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Blaxland Gem & Mineral Club Gem Show

Sat/Sun 15-16 August 2026. 8:30 to 4 pm daily

‘Displays and Sales of lapidary work, gems, rocks, minerals, jewelry, beads and gemstones
Entry: Adults $3, Children $1. Being held in the Glenbrook Community Hall
Great Western Highway, Glenbrook (adjoining the Glenbrook Theatre).’

skoskoskoskoskokoek

WESTERN SYDNEY Gem & Crystal Expo 2026

Over Saturday & Sunday August 22 - August 23
Penrith Valley Regional Sports Centre 30 Herbert St, Cambridge Park, NSW, Australia

skskoskoskoskoskok

TRAMSHEDS Gem & Crystal Expo

At 1 Dalgal Way, Forest Lodge, NSW over Friday 2nd October (4:30pm till 7:30pm)
Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th (normal hours) OCTOBER 2026

skoskoskoskoskoskok

CARLINGFORD Gem & Crystal Expo 2026

Over Saturday & Sunday November 28th & 29" in the
ROSELEA COMMUNITY CENTRE, 645 Pennant Hills Rd, Carlingford, NSW.

sk sk sheosk sk sheoske sk sk


https://agamexpos.com.au/event/western-sydney-gem-crystal-expo/
https://agamexpos.com.au/event/carlingford-gem-crystal-expo/
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THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY OF N.S.W. INC

NOMINATION FORM FOR ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS

AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2026/2027

POSITION: Name of Nominee Signature of Nominee
(Please print)
OFFICE-BEARERS
PRESIDENT e e et
VICE-PRESIDENT et eiie ettt
SECRETARY e st ettt
TREASURER e ettt
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
MEMBER e e
MEMBER e e e
MEMBER s e e
MEMBER e e e
MEMBER e e e
PROPOSER:
Name (Please print): .o
SINATUIE: e e e

Date:



