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NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2026

The February Meeting will be held in the clubrooms of the Parramatta and Holroyd Lapidary Club
at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville, at 7.30 pm on the 6™ of February

The program at the February Meeting will comprise a MinSoc NSW Trivia Night
The Trivia Night has been compiled by Dieter Mylius who will supervise the program.
Question and answer papers will be distributed with this Newsletter and handed out at the meeting.

The aim of the evening is to have fun.

There are no prizes, just the prestige of getting a high score without the help of Dr Google.

You can do the questions by yourself or as small groups — it's up to you. You will be marking your
answer and activity sheets yourself.

Some questions will be easy, some quite obscure.

There are five rounds of 10 questions, including one round of true/false statements and one round of
multiple-choice questions. To break up the questions there will be a “Who am I” and a “What am |” series of
questions, slow burn style, to see who can first guess the correct answer.

With this newsletter you should have found:

A. - answer sheet — for answers to the five rounds that will be asked on the night

B. - 3 activity sheets — to do in your own time between questions — people attending the evening in
person will be doing them on the night, so it may be fun for everyone to do them at the same time as everyone
else.

Print THREE copies of the answer sheet and 1 copy of each of the activity sheets.

You will need a pen or pencil.

Have fun
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS and PROGRAMS

March 6 Characterisation of rare-earth element minerals hosted in the
Doradilla Skarn regolith, northern NSW. Rory Carter
Coromandel Gold Lee Spencer
April 10th Methods for identifying a mineral species Dioni Cendon
The Berlin Natural History Museum Graham Ogle

May 1st Member’s Annual Mineral Auction Glen Brown


http://www.minsocnsw.org.au/
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
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Brian Holden Mobile: 0408 418 937
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WELCOME

Welcome to new members :- Aftab Syed of Lakemba,

and Jordan Reed of Edgecliff
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AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF MINERALOGY

The latest issue of the Journal, Volume 26, No 2, December 2025, has been distributed to subscribers.
The issue contains several articles, notably one by Society member John Tottenham on Pine Ridge Cassiterite,
New South Wales, with a number of superlative photographs of cassiterite crystals by John Chapman.

Other articles include ‘Gem Minerals from Western Australian Pegmatites’; ‘Othoclase-Microcline

Crystals from the Cape Woolamai Granite, Phillip Island, Vic’; and a ‘Photographic Essay: Pegmatites —
Specimens from Australian Museums and Private Collections’.

For subscriptions and back issues refer to the Website www.ajmin.org.au
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THE SOCIETY DECEMBER CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

The Society Christmas Social and Swap n’ Sell was held on December the 6. There was a somewhat
disappointing turn out with only twenty-nine members attending. However, in view of the small number all
were accommodated very comfortably in the Lapidary Club room with its very welcome air-conditioning.
Also in view of the number of members there was more than enough food for everyone.
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There were snack foods set out indoors but the main lunch was a BBQ sausage sizzle with breads,
salads and fruit also provided, members braving the hot day to eat outside, but under adequate shade.

There was quite an amount of minerals for sale and it appeared that a fair amount of specimens and
money changed hands.
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EQUIPMENT LOANS

The following Society equipment is available for borrowing by members. The table indicates who is
the custodian of each item of equipment and ultimately responsible for it, who has currently borrowed it, who
wishes to borrow it next and what dates are applicable to the borrowing and returning. The items listed should
be brought to Society meetings each month by the custodian or current borrower for the next member wishing
to use the equipment who will have applied to the custodian.

Mineralogical Society of NSW - Equipment loans
Item Custodian Current holder | Return Booked to Booked from | Booked to
due date date date
*Binocular Graham Ogle
Microscope #1 0400 683 574
Binocular George Laking
Microscope #2 0468 387 899
L Brian Holden George Laking

Radiation detector 0408 418 937 0468 387 899 3/10/25

. John Chapman
Rock trimmer 0435 085 050

. Brian Holden
CB radios (2) 0408 418 937

George Laking
UVkamp 0468 387 899
Contact the custodian to borrow an item.
Collect at a meeting, keep for one month, return to the
custodian at the following meeting.
*Binocular Microscope #1 is reserved for the Micro-
mineral group
E R R T S
FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Illawarra Lapidary Club Annual Rock Swap,

Sunday the 22nd of February at Stuart Park, North Wollongong. 8.00 am to 2.00pm
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Back from Tucson Jewellery, Gem & Mineral Show

March 7% & 8 at the Turramurra Masonic Hall on the corner of the
Pacific Highway and Turramurra Avenue at Turramurra.

‘The Expo will feature two of Sydney’s leading traders in gemstones, mineral and crystal specimens, Kristallen
Quality Gem Rough Supplies and Rachel Juter Jewellers. Together we plan to bring you the latest gems, minerals,
crystals, faceting and cabbing rough, carvings, decorator pieces, beads and metaphysical needs; fresh from Tucson’.
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NATIONAL Gem & Crystal Expo. April 11th & 12th 2026.

Hawkesbury Indoor Stadium, 16 Stewart St, South Windsor, 2756.
‘The largest indoor Gem & Crystal Expo in AUSTRALIA.

‘Hosted by Australian Gem & Mineral Expo’s and the Hawkesbury Valley Lapidary Club. There will
be displays and demonstrations by the Hawkesbury Valley Lapidary Club as well as traders and dealers from
around Australia.

Items for sale by the many traders will include jewellery, gemstones, beads, opals, carvings, gem
rough, lapidary cutting rough, fossils, meteorites, metaphysical and healing crystals as well as mineral
specimens from Australia and all over the world. Opening hours are 9:30 till 5:00 on Saturday and 9:30 till
4:00 on Sunday.

For more information please contact Peter Beckwith by email: agamexpos@outiook.com You can
also find and follow us on Facebook Australian Gem and Mineral Expos *
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Blaxland Gem & Mineral Club Gem Show

Sat/Sun 15-16 August 2026. 8:30 to 4 pm daily
Displays and Sales of lapidary work, gems, rocks, minerals, jewelry, beads and gemstones
Entry: Adults S3, Children S1. Being held in the Glenbrook Community Hall
Great Western Highway, Glenbrook (adjoining the Glenbrook Theatre).
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