
 

 

    THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY 

OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC 

    Website: www.minsocnsw.org.au 

     Please address all correspondence to :- 

             The Secretary, 58 Amazon Road, Seven Hills, NSW 2147 

 

NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2026 

 
The August Meeting is the Society’s ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and will be held on 

Friday the 7th of August 2026 at 7.30 p.m. in the clubrooms of the Parramatta 

and Holroyd Lapidary Club at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville. 

 

 During the A.G.M. the President will present the Presidential report for 2025/2026, the Treasurer will 

present the annual financial accounts for 2025/2026 and the election of the Society Committee and office-

bearers for 2026/2027 will be held. All Committee positions are open for nomination and election. After the 

Reports and Election Any Other Business may also be raised and discussed.   

Nomination forms for election to the 2026/2027 Committee were included with the July Newsletter or 

may be obtained from the Secretary if required. According to the Society Constitution nominations should be 

received seven days before the commencement of the A.G.M. If insufficient nominations are received before 

the commencement of the A.G.M. they can be accepted at the Meeting. Nomination forms may be sent to the 

Secretary electronically but given any possible computer/internet delays, members sending forms by e-mail 

should ask for a confirmation that they have been received  

 

Only financial and Honorary Life members of the Society are eligible for nomination or allowed to 

participate in any voting. Any members who feel able to serve on the Committee are urged to discuss this with 

any of the current Committee members and then to arrange for another member to propose them and provide 

the nomination form. A member can be nominated for but cannot hold more than one position. 

 

When the A.G.M. proceedings have been concluded the Mayne-Walkers Memorial Lecture  

will be given this year by Dr Peter Elliott. 

. 

Australian New Minerals in the 21st Century 

Dr Peter Elliott. 
 

*********** 
 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS and PROGRAMS 
 

September 4th: Lecture by Ross Pogson on ‘A Cliefden Cave and Speleothems’. There will also be a 

 mini-talk by Graham Ogle on the Berlin Natural History Museum.  

 

October 9th: (Second Friday): Possible minitalk by Dieter Mylius on North Queensland Localities. 

 To be confirmed. 

  

November 6th:     Program to be confirmed.  

 

http://www.minsocnsw.org.au/
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December 5th (Saturday):  The Christmas Social and Swap n’ Sell will be held on Saturday the 5th of 

December at the Parramatta Lapidary Club from 10.00 am. 

  

*********** 
 

 AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF MINERALOGY 

 
 The latest issue of the Journal, Volume 27, No 1, June 2026, has been distributed to subscribers. The  

featured articles are on:- ‘Oxide zone mineral assemblages from polymetallic base metal systems peripheral to 

the Mount Turner porphyry-copper-molybdenum system in North Queensland’ authored by Jocelyn McGrade, 

Lee spencer, Ian Graham and Karen Privat; ‘The Rare-Earth carbonate minerals from the Paratoo mine, S.A.’ 

authored by Uwe Kolitsch, Alan Pring, Peter Elliott, Glyn Francis and John Toma; and the ‘Glen Smith 

collection of Broken Hill Minerals’ authored by Paul Carr, Steven Petkovski and Malcolm Southwood. 

  

 A subscription will provide two issues a year of the Journal which features only Australian subjects, 

minerals, mineralogy, sites, history and people and is authored by Australian writers. For subscriptions and 

back issues refer to the Website www.ajmin.org.au 
 

*********** 
 

THE JULY MEETING 
 

 The Meeting was opened by the Vice-President, John Chapman in the absence of Dieter Mylius who 

was on tour in Queensland. 

 

 Initially the Secretary, George Laking, addressed the meeting to remind members that next month was 

the Society A.G.M. when the annual Presidential and Financial reports would be presented and the Society 

Committee for the forthcoming 2026/2027 year would be elected. Nomination forms had already been sent out 

and any member was at liberty to be nominated, subject to being proposed by another member. 

 

 Graham Ogle reported that the next Micro-mineral Group meeting would be held the day after the 

A.G.M. on Saturday the 8th of August since Peter Elliott would still be in Sydney and could attend the meeting. 

It would be held at John Chapman’s house at 10.00am and this would be an opportunity for anyone to bring 

along any specimens which they wished to have identified and Peter could examine them. Importantly whilst 

the mineral identification may be unknown it would be necessary to know the source which would aid decisions 

on the I.D. A few of the specimens with unresolved I.D.s may be taken by Peter back to Adelaide for more 

advanced examination by equipment including an SEM.    

  

 Graham Ogle further reported that very long-time member Jim Sharpe was well but had moved from 

his home of many years in Ray Road, Epping, to live with one of his daughters in Tea Gardens. 
 

The first talk of the evening was given by Dioni Cendon who wished to add some more information to 

the lecture he gave at the April Meeting. During the April lecture the speaker had stressed that the mineralogist’s 

eyes are not enough to identify a mineral and then he described a large range of analytical techniques (ATs), 

and equipment to achieve the correct identification. The lecture following was to further stress the need for 

applying adequate techniques for full I.D. and gave the example of distinguishing between the similar minerals 

tsumcorite and duftite. 
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Modern Tools for Confident Mineral Identification 

– follow up comments 

Dioni Cendon 

The Example, tsumcorite or duftite. 
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Even with an ‘analysis’ interpretation and caution are keys for mineral I.D. 

 

*********** 
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Michael Newnham Collection 

The second speaker for the evening was Michael Newnham who was visiting Sydney and had been 

invited by John Chapman to describe his mineral collection which he was donating to the Melbourne Museum.  

Initially Michael described his interest in minerals commencing from an early age and collecting World-

wide wherever possible. Gradually he concentrated on Australian and particularly Broken Hill minerals. He had 

decided to donate the collection to the Melbourne Museum because he had built up a comprehensive selection 

of Australian specimens and was concerned to prevent any from going overseas. There are two sections to the 

collection, one being a large number of agates from Agate Creek whilst the main mineral section comprised 

some 4,800 Australian specimens. Michael had brought a Usb drive to the meeting containing a number of 

images of some of his finest specimens and he described these as he displayed them to the members. 

Michael Newnham Specimens 
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The third and main speaker for the evening was Dr Paul Carr who was to deliver a lecture on The Glen 

Smith Collection of Broken Hill Minerals. The lecture was based on a major article which has been published 

by the speaker and two other researchers in the current issue of the Australian Journal of Mineralogy.  

 

The article in the Journal and the lecture to the Society Meeting described the history of Albert Glenn 

Smith who worked in Broken Hill for many years in the Central Power Station. Upon retiring to Adelaide, he 

built up a large collection of minerals from the Broken Hill district. He kept detailed notes about the sources 

and descriptions of the minerals and eventually in 1982 donated the collection of some 6,000 specimens with 

its description to the National Museum of Australia.  The collection is currently housed at Geoscience Australia 

(GA) & National Museum of Australia (NMA), in Canberra. Glenn Smith passed away in 1993. 

Dr Carr’s lecture was delivered in virtual mode by the Zoom facility and was extensively illustrated by 

a series of images, initially with information about the collector and the detailed cataloguing of the collection 

and then a large series of images of mineral specimens, almost all photographs taken by Malcolm Southwood. 

Many of the images were accompanied by the collector’s notes and descriptions of the individual specimens.  

 

 

The Albert Glen Smith Collection of Broken Hill Minerals 

Paul Carr, Steven Petkovski & Malcolm Southwood 

 

Glenn Smith was born in Maitland, York Peninsula, SA.  Schooling – Gawler & Broken Hill. 
1927 Adelaide – studied accountancy. 1929 Broken Hill. Accountant – Central Power Station. 

Community involvement, e.g. Silverlea Foundation.  Developed interest in minerals.       1966 Retired. 

1967 moved to Adelaide. Took mineralogy classes - Workers Education Association. Joined the 

Adelaide Gem & Mineral Club. Aspired to collect sample of every mineral from the Line of Lode. 

 

Don McColl, Curator of Minerals at the University of Adelaide, suggested:  ➢ expand project – 

cover entire Broken Hill district & compile record of: 

❖ the minerals; 

❖ all their forms, colours, textures & associations; & 

❖ relevant references  

Smith accepted the challenge!    

1982 Donation to National Museum of Australia. 1986 Awarded Medal of Order of Australia. 1993 Died 
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 After the images with notes about the collector and of the detailed and extensive cataloguing the rest of 

the images shown were of mineral specimens presented in categories, Elements & Alloys, Sulphides, Halides, 

Oxides and Hydroxides, Carbonates, Phosphates, Sulphates, Tungstates and Silicates.   

 

   Elements and Alloys  Phosphates      Sulphates 
 

    Silver    Pyromorphite   Anglesite with cuprite 

        
Malcolm Southwood photographs 
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Carbonates 

Smithsonite     Siderite Epimorph after calcite  Rhodochrosite 

        
Malcolm Southwood photographs 

 
Silicates 

        Pyrosmalite    Bustamite          Rhodonite 

       
Malcolm Southwood photographs 

 
CONCLUSIONS – GLEN SMITH 

 
Working life: 

➢ 37 years in Broken Hill 

➢ Distinguished career as accountant 

➢ Active in community groups 

Retirement: 

➢ Produced detailed report on Broken Hill minerals 

➢ Assembled collection of 6,000 specimens 

➢ Donated to National Museum of Australia 

➢ Awarded Medal of Order of Australia 

Collection valuable from historical, locality & research perspective 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 
 

Don McColl (Adelaide) 
Germanas Peleckis (University of Wollongong) 
Jeff Chen (University of Queensland) 
Paul Pohwat (Smithsonian Institution, Washington)  
Peter Butler, Natalie Schroeder & Billie Poignand (GA) 
Stephen Munro (NMA)  
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EQUIPMENT LOANS 
  

The following Society equipment is available for borrowing by members. The table indicates who is the 

custodian of each item of equipment and ultimately responsible for it, who has currently borrowed it, who 

wishes to borrow it next and what dates are applicable to the borrowing and returning. The items listed would 

be brought to Society meetings each month by the custodian or current borrower for the next member wishing 

to use the equipment who will have applied to the custodian.   

 

Mineralogical Society of NSW   - Equipment loans 

Item Custodian Current holder 
 

Booked to  Booked 
from date 

Booked to 
date 

*Binocular 
Microscope #1 

Graham Ogle 
0400 683 574 

          

Binocular 
Microscope #2 

George Laking 
0468 387 899 

          

Radiation detector 
Brian Holden 
0408 418 937 

 George Laking 
0468 387 899 

     7/8/26 

Rock trimmer 
John Chapman 
0435 085 050 

 Graham Ogle        4/9/26 

CB radios (4) 
Brian Holden 
0408 418 937 

          

UV Lamp 
George Laking 
0468 387 899 

     John Chapman  7/8/26  4/9/26 

Contact the custodian to borrow an item.         

Collect at a meeting, keep for one month, return to the 
custodian at the following meeting.     

*Binocular Microscope #1 is reserved for the Micro-mineral 
group      

 

 

*********** 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
  

 Blaxland Gem & Mineral Club Gem Show 

 
Sat/Sun 15-16 August 2026.  8:30 to 4 pm daily 

 
‘Displays and Sales of lapidary work, gems, rocks, minerals, jewelry, beads and gemstones 

Entry: Adults $5, Children $3, Families $10. Being held in the Glenbrook Community Hall, 
Great Western Highway, Glenbrook (adjoining the Glenbrook Theatre).’ 

 

******* 

 
WESTERN SYDNEY Gem & Crystal Expo 2026 

 

To be held over Saturday & Sunday August 22nd and 23rd.  

In the Penrith Valley Regional Sports Centre 30 Herbert St, Cambridge Park, NSW, Australia 

 

https://agamexpos.com.au/event/western-sydney-gem-crystal-expo/
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‘The Western Sydney Gem and Mineral Expo has been proudly organized by Australian Gem and Mineral 
Expos in conjunction with the Hawkesbury Valley Lapidary Club. On sale will be gems, minerals,  

fossils, jewellry, beads, meteorites, crystals, gem rough, lapidary needs and demonstrations. 
 

Entry $10. Opening hours are 9:30 till 5:00 on Saturday and 9:30 till 4:00 on Sunday. 
For more information, contact Peter on 0412 333 150 or email at agamexpos@outlook.com 

 

******* 

 

TRAMSHEDS Gem & Crystal Expo 2026 

 
To be held at 1 Dalgal Way, Forest Lodge, Glebe, Sydney, over Friday, (4:30pm till 7:30pm),  

Saturday & Sunday, (normal hours), over the 2nd to 4th of October. $10 entry fee. 
 

‘The Tramshed Gem and Crystal Expo is hosted by Australian Gem and Mineral Expos. It is an annual 
event where specialist dealers from all parts of Australia come to display and sell their products. On sale are 
quality gems, minerals, fossils, jewellery, beads, metaphysical products, meteorites, crystals, gem rough and 
lapidary needs. There is plenty of parking at the venue and surrounds.’ 

 
******* 

 

NSW State Gem and Mineral Show 2026 
 

The NSW State Gem and Mineral Show, 2026, formerly GEMKHANA,  

will be held on Saturday 26th September and Sunday 27th September 2026  

at the Hawkesbury District Agricultural Showground, Clarendon. 

Saturday 9am – 5pm and Sunday 9am – 4pm 

 
‘The show will feature handcrafted jewellery, faceted stones, polished stones, (cabochons), stone carving, 

minerals, fossils and crystals. Traders will be on site selling jewellery, crystals, cut stones, 
 lapidary equipment, slabs and there will be demonstrations of faceting. 

 
Free Parking, ATM on site. Adults $10 Children Under 16 FREE. Camping Sites Available.’ 

  

*********** 

CARLINGFORD Gem & Crystal Expo 
 

Being held over Saturday & Sunday November the 28th and 29th in the  

Roselea Community Centre, 645 Pennant Hills Road, Carlingford. 

Open from 9:30am on both days and closing at 5:00pm on the Saturday and at 4:00pm on Sunday. 

 
‘The Carlingford Gem and Mineral Expo is hosted by Australian Gem and Mineral Expos. It is an 

annual event where specialist dealers from all parts of Australia come to display and sell their products. On 
sale are quality gems, minerals, fossils, jewellery, beads, metaphysical products, meteorites, crystals, gem 
rough and lapidary needs.’ 

 

For more information, please contact Peter on 0412 333 150 or email at agamexpos@outlook.com 

 

******** 

mailto:agamexpos@outlook.com
https://agamexpos.com.au/event/tramsheds-gem-crystal-expo/
mailto:agamexpos@outlook.com
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