
 

 

    THE MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY 

OF NEW SOUTH WALES INC 

    Website: www.minsocnsw.org.au 

     Please address all correspondence to :- 

             The Secretary, 58 Amazon Road, Seven Hills, NSW 2147 

 

NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2025 

 
The August Meeting is the Society’s ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING and will be held on 

Friday the 1st of August 2025 at 7.30 p.m. in the clubrooms of the Parramatta 

and Holroyd Lapidary Club at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville. 

 

 During the A.G.M. the President's will present the Presidential report for 2024/2025, the Treasurer will 

present the annual financial accounts for 2024/2025 and the election of the Society Committee and office-

bearers for 2025/2026 will be held. All Committee positions are open for nomination and election. After the 

Reports and Election Any Other Business may also be raised and discussed.   

Nomination forms for election to the 2025/2026 Committee were included with the July Newsletter or 

may be obtained from the Secretary if required. According to the Society Constitution nominations should be 

received seven days before the commencement of the A.G.M. If insufficient nominations are received before 

the commencement of the A.G.M. they can be accepted at the Meeting. Nomination forms may be sent to the 

Secretary electronically but given any possible computer/internet delays, members sending forms by e-mail 

should ask for a confirmation that they have been received  

 

Only financial and Honorary Life members of the Society are eligible for nomination or allowed to 

participate in any voting. Any members who feel able to serve on the Committee are urged to discuss this with 

any of the current Committee members and then to arrange for another member to propose them and provide 

the nomination form. A member can be nominated for but cannot hold more than one position. 

 

When the A.G.M. proceedings have been concluded the Mayne-Walkers Memorial Lecture will be 

given this year by Lindsay Gilligan, PSM, (Public Service Medal), ex-Director of the Geological Survey of 

NSW, who will give a lecture on : -  

   

‘Stibium - The Friendliest of Critical Elements 

– A Social, Geological and Mineralogical Discourse’ 
 

Lindsay Gilligan, PSM. 

 

*********** 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS and PROGRAMS 
 

September 5th :     Program to be confirmed. 

 

October 10th (Second Friday) :  The Society’s 50th Anniversary Celebration. 

 

 

http://www.minsocnsw.org.au/
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November 14th (Second Friday) : The program at the November meeting will include a lecture to be 

given by Ross Pogson, Curator of Minerals at the Australian Museum, on ‘Meteorites, Visitors from 

Outer Space’. 

 

December 6th Saturday 10 am to 3.00 pm. Christmas Swap and Sell 

 

*********** 
 

October 2025. The  MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY’s 50th YEAR 
 

2025 is the 50th year since inauguration of the Mineralogical Society in May 1975 and it is intended 

that there should be a substantial celebration to mark this event. Suggestions are welcome but will surely involve 

an evening dinner at a restaurant venue which would be capable of accommodating a large number of people, 

members, ex-members and friends.  

 

The Mineralogical Society was officially inaugurated on the 12th of May 1975 but the first General 

meeting held in a venue other than a member’s house was on the 3rd of October 1975 and held in Gemmology 

House in Wentworth Avenue, Sydney. The November 1975 Newsletter meeting summary refers to 

approximately 45 people attending then to hear a lecture given by Albert Chapman on Classic Minerals and 

Locations, Past and Present.  

 

Accordingly, the suggestion has been made to hold a commemorative function in October, 50 years to 

the month from the first Society General Meeting.  

 

       
 

*********** 
  

THE AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF MINERALOGY  

 
 Volume 26, No 1, July 2025 of the Journal has been distributed to subscribers. The issue contains several 

major articles:- on Morningstarite from the Bamford mines; A history and description of the Thomas Thomson 

mineral collection; The mines and Minerals of the Chillagoe-Mungana District; and Tumut illite. The July issue 

of the Journal is as usual for this publication very extensively illustrated with a large number of images.  

The Society commenced publishing the newsletter named 

‘Mineralogical News’ from August 1975 and this is an image 

of the cover of the first issue. The ‘News’ provided general 

Society news, notifications of future meeting programs and 

other activities, news from other clubs and societies, general 

mineralogical information, brief articles, new finds etc and 

book reviews.  

The News was published monthly up to the early 1980s when 

it became three-monthly but with News-sheets being sent out 

to members in any months when there was not a News being 

published. The Society has always sent out a Newsletter or 

News-sheet for eleven months of every year since August 

1975. The News publications were numbered consecutively up 

to the late 1980s when the name was changed to the ‘Mineral 

Magazine’, publication of which continued up to 1992. 
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 The Journal is published twice a year for a subscription in Australia of $35 per year. The Society Library 

has a large number of previous issues of the Journal available for borrowing. New subscriptions or inquiries 

about back issues could be made to the Journal on www.ajmin.org.au 

 

*********** 
 

THE JULY MEETING 
 

 The July Meeting was opened by the Society President, Dieter Mylius. who had recently returned from 

a trip to Europe. During the trip he had visited a number of mineralogical sites, including ones he had visited 

before and delivered lectures to the Society such as the Clara mine in the Black Forest in Germany which is 

notable for, to date, 375 different minerals having been found there. The President envisaged providing another 

lecture on the site in due course. 

 

Members at the July Meeting were reminded about the forthcoming Annual General Meeting next 

month which would be followed by the Memorial Lecture. Members were also reminded about the next Society 

Micro-Mineral Group meeting at 1.00 pm on Sunday the 20th at Dioni Cendon’s house in Banksia. 

 

Brian Holden advised that there were no Field Trips being scheduled at the present time but expected 

that arrangements would be made in due course and when the weather warmed up. 

 

Dieter Mylius also referred to the forthcoming Annual Mineralogical Seminar being held this year in 

South Australia at Hahndorf near Adelaide. He urged anyone who was thinking of going to make sure about 

their accommodation which he believed was already being well booked out. 

 

******* 

 

With no further announcements being made the President introduced the two speakers for the evening, 

Ian Graham and Lee Spencer who were to provide an update of the ongoing research on the Mt Turner deposit 

near Georgetown in far north Queensland.  

 

Mount Turner is a significant mineral deposit with 57 minerals having been identified there so far. The 

Society was given a lecture on the site by Lee Spencer, Ian Graham and Jocelyn McGrade at the November 

2023 Meeting. The speakers described then the state of their research on the site at that time and the work is 

continuing. 

Mt Turner is approximately 15 klm to the northwest of Georgetown and is situated in a large area 

comprising the north Queensland Goldfields. There are many large and small mines in the area, many still being 

worked. During the course of their research the speakers had examined a number of the mines in the vicinity of 

Mt Turner and referred to these during their lecture. These included the Aspasia mine, Dingo Gully, Cobar Line 

and Malachite Gully. 

 

Lee Spencer spoke first describing the location, history, geological setting of the deposit and the oxide 

zone mineralogy. Ian Graham spoke about the sulphide mineralogy and the paragenesis of the minerals.  

The lectures were extensively illustrated with Power Point notes, lists, diagrams and images of the mine 

workings, landscape and particularly of many minerals.   
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Oxide Mineral Species from Base Metal Veins Peripheral to the 

Mount Turner Porphyry Cu-Mo System, Georgetown, FNQ. 

 

Lee Spencer & Dr Ian Graham 

 
 

HISTORY 

 

 
 

 

   

Georgetown History Snapshot 

 

1866 Richard Daintree discovers gold 

1869 gold rush 

1870 Georgetown named after gold 

commissioner 

1872 Etheridge Goldfield Proclaimed 

1873 44 individual veins worked, Palmer R 

rush 

1878 Cumberland Mine started production 

1886 Cumberland Mine floats on London 

Stock Exchange 

1888 Ag-Pb veins discovered at Mt Turner 

1906 Etheridge Railway Act 

1910 Almaden –Chillagoe- Mt Surprise 

railway completed by Chillagoe mining 

Company 

1910 base metals shipped to Chillagoe 

smelter 

Etheridge Goldfield Production of 20 tonnes 

of Au and 9 tonnes of Ag 
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   Proportions of mineral species 

  
             858 gram Providence Nugget. 11 x 9.5 x3 cms 
 

          
         Mamillary encrustation of arsentsumebite on             Yellow-brown cubic pharmacosiderite crystals 
           beudantite. Aspasia mine. FOV 200µm.         on acicular sprays of zinc-olivenite. 

Jocelyn McGrade image.      Aspasia mine, FOV 200µm. 

GEOLOGY 
 
 

Georgetown Inlier 
 
High density gold Intersecting crustal 

boundaries 

Covers an area of 95,000 square kilometres 

Three stages of Magmatism since Archean  

Latest phase in Permo-Carboniferous due to 

crustal re-melting of lithophile rich basement 

25 Rhyolitic Permo-Carboniferous Calderas 

and Volcanic Centres. 

High density gold occurrences 
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     Orange brown orthorhombic crystals of goethite         Scorodite (transparent) encrusted on mawbyite (red) 
      on a matrix of yellow segnitite. Aspasia, mine.  pseudomorphing mimetite. Aspasia mine 
         FOV 200µm. Jocelyn McGrade image.            FOV 200µm. Jocelyn McGrade image 
 
 
 Ian Graham delivered the second lecture of the evening describing the Primary Mineralisation, 
Paragenesis, Single crystal variation and Pseudomorphs. A few examples are shown following. 
 

Aspasia mine, Primary Mineralisation   Cobar Line of Workings 

     
    Dominant primary sulphide is Fe-rich sphalerite,   Gold was found as grains up to 20 microns 
 averaging 10.03 wt% Fe and 0.19 wt% Cd (n=30).   within vein quartz from the Cobar Line of  
Geothermometry suggests 499C.  Only minor amounts     Workings in proximity to a mafic dyke.  
    of galena, chalcopyrite, pyrite and arsenopyrite. 
 

Overall Oxide Mineral Paragenesis 
 
Sulfides/hostrock minerals followed by quartz and goethite. 
Anglesite (sulphate) 
Cerussite, smithsonite, malachite (carbonates) 
Linarite and brochantite (sulphates) 
Pb-Fe arsenates 
Pb-Cu-Zn arsenates 
Hyalite, allophane, chalcedony and chrysocolla 
 
Malachite Gully 
Pseudomalachite – reichenbachite – libethenite - cesarolite? 
Dingo Hill 
Cuprite, native copper, then bismite then malachite and then atacamite. 
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Variation within single crystals 
 

 
Zincolivenite – CuZn(AsO4)(OH) to Olivenite – Cu2(AsO4)(OH) 

 
 

        
      Duftite (lime green) on mimetite (pale yellow)  Reichenbachite on pseudomalachite 
 

  

*********** 

  

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 
Blaxland Gem & Mineral Club Gem Show 

‘Blaxland Gem & Mineral Club are pleased to advise that we will once again be holding our Annual Gem 

Show on the 16th & 17th August 2025 at the Glenbrook Cinema Hall, Ross St, Glenbrook. The show will be 

open from 8:30am - 4pm on both days. The show will feature sales & displays of lapidary work, rocks, 

minerals, gems, opal, jewellery and lots of slabs. 

Entry: Adults $3, Children $1. In the Glenbrook Community Hall, (adjoining the Glenbrook Theatre).’ 

******* 
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WESTERN SYDNEY GEM & MINERAL EXPO 

 
Saturday & Sunday August the 23rd & 24th in the Penrith Regional Sports Centre,  

30 Herbert Street, Cambridge Park. 

 
‘The Western Sydney Gem and Mineral Expo has been proudly organized by the Australian Gem and 
Mineral Expos in conjunction with the Hawkesbury Valley Lapidary Club. On sale are gems, minerals,  

fossils, jewellry, beads, metaphysical products, meteorites, crystals, gem rough, lapidary needs. 
 

There are also lapidary demonstrations and information on joining the lapidary club.’ 

 

******* 
 

The State Gem and Mineral Show, GEMKHANA 2025 

 
To be held on Saturday 13th September and Sunday 14th September next 

at the Hawkesbury District Agricultural Showground at Clarendon. 

The show will feature handcrafted jewellery, faceted stones, polished stones (cabochons),  

stone carving, minerals, fossils and crystals.   

Traders will be on site selling jewellery, crystals, cut stones, lapidary equipment, faceting and slabs. 

 

******* 

 
TRAMSHEDS Gem & Crystal Expo  

To be held at 1 Dalgal Way, Forest Lodge, Glebe, Sydney  

Over Friday 26th (4:30pm till 7:30pm) Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th of September.   

 
‘The Expo will be open on Friday for just three hours to allow a sneak preview as well as being  

available for customers who have to work on weekends. Trust me, we know all about that!’  

 

*********** 

The Joint Mineralogical Societies of Australasia 47th Annual Seminar. 

Saturday the 4th of October to Sunday the 19th of October 2025. 

The Seminar this year is being hosted by the South Australia Mineralogical Society and 
will be held in Hahndorf, South Australia. The theme of the conference is  

Radioactive and Rare-earth Minerals   

Field Trips are planned both before and after the Seminar. This event is currently being 
planned and further details will be advertised more widely as they become available. 

Seminar Venue is Discovery Parks the ADELAIDE HILLS CONFERENCE CENTRE 

(located on the Adelaide side of Hahndorf, 145a Mt Barker Road) 

Phone: (08) 8388 7921 

www.discoverholidayparks.com.au/hahndorf 

 

 

http://www.discoverholidayparks.com.au/hahndorf
http://www.discoverholidayparks.com.au/hahndorf
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VENUE EVENTS: At the Lakeview Conference Room 

Pre-conference field trips:              

Sun 5th Oct        Visit to TATE Geoscience Museum at the Adelaide University and the 
collection at the S.A. Museum, North Tce, Adelaide. 

Mon 6th Oct   Field trip to the “Wild Dog Uranium Mine”, the Carrickalinga Alunite and 
the Talisker Silver-Lead Mines. 

Tues 7th Oct   Collecting NE of Adelaide for garnets 

Seminar and Events at 

Lakeview Conference Room 
    

Wed 8th Oct   
Presentation of papers by a range of speakers from around 

Australia 
Thur 9th Oct   

Thur 9th Oct   Annual dinner in Hahndorf venue 

Fri 10th Oct   Micromount workshop and mineral sale 

Post-conference activities:     

Sat 11th Oct   Visit the Adelaide Gem and Mineral Club show 

Post-conference field trips:     

Mon 13th Oct to   Field trips are subject to confirmation 

(and now put back one day from the 12th to the 13th for logistical 

reasons) Sun 19th Oct   

 

Contact details and more information can be obtained from :- 

 

President Harold Gallasch: gallasch@bukartilla.com.au 

Secretary Lyndon Symons: secretaryminsoc@gmail.com 

******* 

CARLINGFORD Gem & Crystal Expo 
 

Being held over Saturday & Sunday November the 22nd & 23rd in the  

Roselea Community Centre, 645 Pennant Hills Road, Carlingford. 

Open from 9:30am on both days and closing at 5:00pm on the Saturday and at 4:00pm on Sunday. 

 
‘The Carlingford Gem and Mineral Expo is hosted by Australian Gem and Mineral Expos. It is an 

annual event where specialist dealers from all parts of Australia come to display and sell their products. On 
sale are quality gems, minerals, fossils, jewellery, beads, metaphysical products, meteorites, crystals, gem 
rough and lapidary needs.’ 

 

For more information, please contact Peter on 0412 333 150 or email at agamexpos@outlook.com 

 

******** 
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