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             The Secretary, 58 Amazon Road, Seven Hills, NSW 2147 

 

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2026 

 
The April Meeting will be held in the clubrooms of the Parramatta and Holroyd Lapidary Club 

at 73 Fullagar Road, Wentworthville, at 7.30 pm on Friday the 10th of April.  

 

Members please note, the meeting is on the second Friday of April, after Easter. 

  

The date for the May meeting has also been changed to the second Friday because the Society has 

just received permission to conduct a Field Trip to the mine at Manuka in central N.S.W. over the 

weekend of the 2nd and 3rd of May. Only a small number of members would be allowed to visit the site but it 

was decided to put back the date for the May meeting by a week. 

  

The 10th of April program will comprise a lecture to be given by Dioni Cendon titled : - 
 

Why your eyes aren't enough: 

Modern tools for confident mineral identification. 
 

*********** 
 

FIELD TRIP to Manuka 2nd & 3rd of May 
 

 The Manuka property (the mine is now named Wonawinta), is about 120 km south of Cobar and is an 

important site in view of the large quantity of unusual quartz crystals which have been recovered from the 

dumps there. The Society has made several trips to the mine over the last few years which have been 

particularly productive in terms of the amount of specimen quartz collected.  

   

This is likely the last chance to visit Manuka for some time as the mine is gearing up for production. 

The justification for this visit is to collect crystals for the TESEP (Teachers Earth Science Project) project. 

The previous batch of crystals that the Society donated to TESEP were destroyed by the fires that swept 

through regional Victoria in January. So members will be asked to collect for that cause (only lesser quality 

specimens are required). 

 

This trip is subject to the fuel situation and will be cancelled if sufficient supplies are not available.    

It is a round trip of probably around 2,000 km so there will be a substantial cost. Members wishing to visit 

Manuka should notify the Society Field Trips Officer, Brian Holden, on mobile 0408 418 937 or e-mail 

brianholden052@gmail.com as soon as possible. 

  

Members applying must be financial and their SWMS certification must be current. Further details 

about SWMS will be sent out by email shortly.  Note that there may be a restriction on numbers and, if so, 

preference will be given to those who have not been to Manuka before. 

  

*********** 

 

 

http://www.minsocnsw.org.au/
mailto:brianholden052@gmail.com
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS and PROGRAMS 
   

 Meeting programs for the rest of the year have not been finalised but there are a number of speakers 

and lecture subjects which are being considered and the program schedule will be completed in due course. 

 

The 8th of May Meeting program will comprise the Annual Mineral Auction. 

At previous meetings Society Auctions have sold around eighty single specimens and a number of 

trays of specimens by silent auction over the evening taking about two hours.  Members with specimens that 

they wish to offer for the forthcoming auction are urged to select them now and provide a list as soon as 

possible up to a week in advance of the May Meeting.  

 

The sale information lists should be sent to Haley Bambridge on haleybau81@tpg.com.au so that a 

combined list of Auction specimens can be compiled and distributed before the Meeting. Members who have 

not submitted lists of specimens for the auction before the Meeting commences can still bring in specimens 

which, time permitting, can be added to the end of the sale list. Vendors are asked to limit their sale material 

to no more than a dozen per seller. Individual specimens or trays of minerals can also be sold by silent 

auction. Members may bring in one or more specimens or trays to leave for display on a table accompanied 

by an individual bid form. 

 

June 12th : Second Friday:  Program to be confirmed                                        

 

July 3rd : The Glen Smith Collection of Broken Hill Minerals.  Lecture by Paul Carr, Steven 

Petkovski and Malcolm Southwood. 

  

August 7th : Society Annual General Meeting followed by the Mayne-Walker Memorial Lecture. 

 
  September 4th : Description of the Berlin Natural History Museum by Graham Ogle. 

   

*********** 
 

The SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
 

 PRESIDENT:    Dieter Mylius                    Mobile: 0412 516 193 

       E-mail: dieterm@internode.on.net  

 VICE-PRESIDENT:   John Chapman        Tel: (02) 9808 3481 

       E-mail: chapmanjr@optusnet.com.au 

 SECRETARY:   George Laking       Tel: (02) 9636 7145 

                Mobile: 0468 387 899 

       E-mail: bglaking@tech2u.com.au 

TREASURER:   Graham Ogle         Mobile: 0400 683 574 

       E-mail:   

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Haley Bambridge        Mobile: 0413 100 344 

Dioni Cendon        Tel:  (02) 9717 3937 

Brian Holden         Mobile: 0408 418 937   

Denis O’Brien        Tel:  (02) 6360 3412  

 

WELCOME 
 

Welcome to new members Jordan Reed of Edgecliff and Terry Vesper of Little Plain.   

mailto:haleybau81@tpg.com.au
mailto:dieterm@internode.on.net
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NATIONAL Gem & Crystal Expo.  April 11th & 12th 2026. 

Hawkesbury Indoor Stadium, 16 Stewart St, South Windsor.  

Opening hours are 9:30 until 5:00 on Saturday and 9:30 until 4:00 on Sunday. Entry fee $10. 

 

The Expo is one of the largest gem, mineral, crystal and jewellery shows in Australia. It is hosted by 

the Australian Gem & Mineral Expo and the Hawkesbury Valley Lapidary Club. There will be displays and 

demonstrations by the Hawkesbury Valley Lapidary Club as well as traders and dealers from around 

Australia. The Mineralogical Society will be attending and providing an information stand.  
 

*********** 
 

The MARCH MEETING  
 

 The Meeting was opened by the President, Dieter Mylius. There were a few announcements.  

 

Graham Ogle reported that the next Micro-mount meeting would be held at John Chapman’s house 

on Sunday the 30th of March. The group would be studying minerals from copper mines.  

 

John Chapman reminded members about forthcoming mineral shows, the Back from Tucson 

Jewellery, Gem & Mineral Show being held the following weekend at the Turramurra Masonic Hall on the 

Pacific Highway at Turramurra and the National Gemboree being held as usual over Easter, this year at 

Nambour in Queensland.  

 

Dieter Mylius further reminded members about the Gem & Crystal Expo being held over April the 

11th & 12th in the Hawkesbury Indoor Stadium in South Windsor. The Society would be setting up and 

supervising an information table at the Expo and still needed volunteers to man the table. Anyone able to 

help for some of the weekend period was urged to speak to John Chapman who was compiling a schedule of 

helpers. The P{resident also referred to the ‘Mineralogical Societies Seminar in Victoria which was being 

held again at the Mercure Hotel & Convention Centre in Ballarat. Links to information and registration 

application forms had been provided in the current Newsletter. The deadline for applications to attend was 

the 12th of April.   

 

 Brian Holden addressed the Meeting to report the sad news that the noted mineral collector, Allen 

Arnold, had passed away on the 27th of February in Canberra. Many members would remember Allen who 

had given several lectures to the Society over the years, usually relating his mineral-collecting trips overseas 

in various somewhat extreme or exotic locations. Brian also conveyed the news that another collector, Don 

Clifford of Emmaville, had also passed away recently. 

 
[In the website General : Alan Arnold, R.I.P. - mindat.org several collectors and experts in 

Australia and the U.S.A. have expressed condolences, Society member Greg Dainty describing Allen 

Arnold as an ‘Australian mineral collecting icon’. Condolences were offered to Allen’s family by Ralph 

Bottrill, Keith Compton and by Americans Demetrious Pohl and Tony Potucek]. 
 

  

The first lecture of the evening was given by Lee Spencer 

 

Coromandel Gold 

Lee Spencer 

 
Gold was discovered in the Coromandel in the 1850s, and declared as a goldfield in 1862 with the 

later establishment of several mines. These were productive mainly in the late 1800s but also for periods in 

the 1900s with some of the mines still operating today.  

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7a4d374b6fcf2c73a869b7c9f779167880da52265d1b5bcf33f003ffbf9fd4cfJmltdHM9MTc3NDc0MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0a78b331-c2d6-625b-15da-a42ac3d363ee&psq=Canberra+Lapidary+club.+R.I.P.+Allen+Arnold.&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWluZGF0Lm9yZy9tZXNnLTgyMjI1NS5odG1s
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The Coromandel Volcanic Zone hosts 50 gold and silver deposits within the Hauraki Goldfield. Since 

1860 production has been 12 million oz Au and 50 milllion ozs Ag. Current production 135,000 ozs Au and 
350,000ozs Ag from Waihi. Andesites (18 to 10Ma) occur in the north as strato-volcanic remnants. Rhyolites 
(12 to 2Ma) dominate in the south as domes and calderas. Most mineralization has been age dated at 7Ma 
during a period of extension. 

 
 

       
   

 

Among the mines were the Caledonian, the Thames, the Waihi, the Martha and the Golden Cross. The 

gold field areas have left an amount of infrastructure of interest to tourists with well-preserved buildings in 

places. Describing his subject Lee Spencer presented a number of images of the early workings, examples of 

the old documentation, views of the museums, the library and collections of artefacts which have been 

established and a selection of images of mineral specimens.  

 
Thames Mine 

Produced 1.4Moz Au and 700k ozs Ag from 1867 to 1945. 44% of all gold produced came from 6 
“bonanza“ zones from the Shotover, Moanataiari No 9, Caledonian, Cambria, Waiotahi and Price Imperial 
Veins. One 2t ore block from the Caledonian assayed 56 % Au. Pyrite and electrum main minerals but richer 
zones contain pyragyrite and sphalerite. Some veins contain stibnite and baryte. Veins to the north eg 
Watchman, Sylvia, contain sulphides and tellurides (hessite, altaite, petzite, and coloradoite). 
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The Thames School of Mines, building and exhibits. West Coromandel, N.Z.  
The school is a Category 1 historic place and is one of only two known surviving  

examples of nineteenth century mining school complexes in New Zealand. 

 

      
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 



6 

 

Current Operations on Coromandel 
Martha Mine 

The Martha Mine produced 35 million ozs Au-Ag bullion between 1878 and 1952 from underground 
workings. In 1988 the mine was reopened as an open pit on the braided vein system comprising the Martha, 
Empire, Royal and Welcome Veins. Recent discovery of the Favona, Correnso and Moonlight veins, were 
currently being worked underground.  
 

******* 
  

 Ian Graham introduced the next speaker for the evening. Rory Carter is a third-year PhD graduate at 

UNSW and a student of Dr Graham. He has been studying the Doradilla Tin-Copper deposit for his thesis 

and as part of a program for the CRC (Co-operative Research Centre). The program has been supported and 

sponsored by several mining companies and the speaker acknowledged the support during his lecture which 

was extremely thorough. It was substantially illustrated with a large number of images, mostly of diagrams 

showing or describing the methods of examination of the deposit and the extensive findings and conclusions. 

Only a few of the images can be included in this summary of the lecture. 

 

The Doradilla Project is located approximately 45km south-east of Bourke in western New South 

Wales. The mining company Sky Metals discovered a large high-grade REE (Rare-Earth-Element) mineral 

system in the thick layers of clays in the old Doradilla copper and tin mine. Copper mineralisation at 

Doradilla had been discovered in the early 1900s with mining commencing up to the 1920s from when the 

workings remained idle until new exploration was conducted. 

 

Quoting from the Sky Metals website : - ‘Mineralisation at Doradilla was discovered in the 1970s 

after regional magnetic surveys identified the 16km long strike hosted within the extensive Doradilla-

Midway-3KEL skarn (‘DMK Line’) The DMK Line extends for the length of over 16km and is a 40-100m 

wide skarn zone of tin and polymetallic mineralisation and has now also been identified as the host to 

high-grade REE mineralisation along the entire 16km length of the DMK Line.’ 

  

 

CHARACTERISATION OF RARE EARTH ELEMENT MINERALS HOSTED  

IN THE DORADILLA SKARN REGOLITH, NORTHERN NSW 

 

Rory Carter  3rd Year Phd – UNSW Minex Crc 
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What about the Water? 

 

 
 

 
Laser Raman – proves the presence of water 
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The Instruments 

 
Zeiss AURIGA FIB-SEM: Utilises field emission (FE)-SEM imagery -> 

provides excellent sub-micron resolution 
 

 
  

IMPLICATIONS 
 
1.   REE mineralogy at Doradilla is dominated by hydrated phosphates. 
2.   A combination of mineral identification techniques were required to confirm the nature of the 
      mineralisation. 
3. Through understanding the mineralogy, we can conclusively state that this novel REE enrichment is the 
result of weathering processes and these minerals formed during regolith development. 

 

*********** 
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EQUIPMENT LOANS 
  

The following Society equipment is available for borrowing by members. The table indicates who is 

the custodian of each item of equipment and ultimately responsible for it, who has currently borrowed it, who 

wishes to borrow it next and what dates are applicable to the borrowing and returning. The items listed would 

be brought to Society meetings each month by the custodian or current borrower for the next member 

wishing to use the equipment who will have applied to the custodian.   

 

Mineralogical Society of NSW   - Equipment loans 

Item Custodian Current      
holder  

Return due 
date 

Booked to   Booked 
from        
date 

Booked to 
date 

*Binocular 
Microscope #1 

Graham Ogle 
0400 683 574 

John Chapman 
0435 085 050 

    8/3/26       

Binocular 
Microscope #2 

George Laking 
0468 387 899 

          

Radiation 
detector 

Brian Holden 
0408 418 937 

    
Dioni Cendon 
 9717 3937  

6/03/26   10/04/26 

Rock trimmer 
John Chapman 
0435 085 050 

           

CB radios (2) 
Brian Holden 
0408 418 937           

UV Lamp 
George Laking 
0468 387 899           

Contact the custodian to borrow an item.         

Collect at a meeting, keep for one month, return to 
the custodian at the following meeting.     

*Binocular Microscope #1 is reserved for the 
Micro-mineral group      

 

*********** 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
  

Open Day Market - Illawarra Lapidary Club Inc 

51 Meadow Street, Tarrawanna  2518 

Sunday 3 May, 2026 – 9am to 2pm – Free Entry 

View the Club Rooms, purchase Mineral Specimens, Fossils, Lapidary Materials, Jewellery & more. 

Morning Tea (proceeds to the Cancer Council’s Biggest Morning Tea) and Lunch available. 

You can find us at our website www.illawarralapidaryclub.com.au or like and follow us on 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/IllawarraLC  

Instagram https://www.instagram.com/illawarralc/ 

******* 

  

LISMORE GEMFEST 34th Annual Show 2026 

 
16th & 17th of May 2026 in the Lismore Showgrounds, Lismore, NSW. 

 
‘Since 1990, the Lismore Gem & Lapidary Club has proudly hosted Lismore GEMFEST, bringing 

together gem and mineral enthusiasts from across Australia and beyond. Held at the Lismore Showgrounds 

http://www.illawarralapidaryclub.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/IllawarraLC
https://www.instagram.com/illawarralc/
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in New South Wales, this incredible event is a celebration of all things lapidary, featuring an extensive range 
of minerals, gemstones, fossils, jewellery, lapidary tools, and equipment. 

 
With over 140 dealers and tailgaters, GEMFEST offers something for everyone—from fine art 

jewellery in the Traders Hall to unique finds from outdoor traders, including rough stones, handcrafted 
pieces, and specimen-quality crystals. Young explorers can even try their luck Fossicking on the Hill, 
searching for their very own treasures!’ 

 

******* 
 

Bankstown Gem And Crystal Expo. 
 

Saturday 3rd June in the Greenacre Area Community Centre, 87 Waterloo Rd, Greenacre. 

 

Event organized by Australian Gem and Mineral Expos in conjunction with the Bankstown and Districts 

Lapidary Club. Sales of jewellery, gems, crystals, minerals, fossils, meteorites, opal, gemstones. 

Refreshments available. 

 

******* 

 

The 48th Annual Joint Mineralogical Societies Seminar – Victoria 

Saturday 6th June to Tuesday 9th June 2026 

Venue:  The Mercure Ballarat Hotel & Convention Centre  

613 Main Road, Golden Point, Ballarat, Victoria 
 

 
 

Volcanism and its minerals 
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‘One and a half days of presentations by experts in their respective fields,  

interspersed by catered breaks. 
Half a day of swapping, selling and a micro mineral session.  

Saturday night dinner with a mineral auction.  
Field excursions on Monday and Tuesday. 

 

For updates and registration information keep a look out in our web site www.minsocvic.org.au 
 

The Victorian Society is proud to be the host of the 2026 Seminar. This will also mark the 50th Anniversary 
of our Society and will be held during the King's Birthday long weekend over Saturday the 6th to Tuesday 

the 9th of June - including the formal seminar and post-seminar field trips. We return again to the  
Mercure Ballarat Hotel & Convention Centre in the historic gold mining centre of Ballarat. 

 

Registration and payments are due by 12th April 2026.   
 

The formal invitation, registration forms, accommodation suggestions and some information about our host 

city of Ballarat are provided on the Website www.minsocvic.org.au and via the following links : - 

 
http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026_delegate_registration_form.pdf 

 

http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026_ballarat_accommodation_options.pdf 

 

http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026_discover_ballarat_-_places_of_interest.pdf 

 

Dates: 6th – 9th June 2026.   (8:30 am seminar check-in for a 9.30 am start on Saturday, the 6th). 
 

Outline of Seminar 
Day 1.     Day   - Speakers  

    Evening - Dinner incl. Auction 
Day 2.     Morning - Speakers  

   Afternoon - Swap and Sell  
Day 3.    Day   - Field Trip  
Day 4.     Day   - Field Trip or Melbourne Museum Visit. 
 

The seminar theme will be presented by speakers in diverse approaches 
to capture the interest of all delegates. The speakers will include :- 

 
Ralph Bottrill    John Haupt   Ross Pogson 
Prof Joël Brugger    Dermot Henry  Dr William (Bill) Birch AM  
Dr Heather Handley    Oskar Lindenmayer Trevor Dart.’  
Anthony (Tony) Forsyth OAM  Prof Raymond Cas   

 

 ********** 

 

Edensor Park Gem & Crystal Expo 2026 
  

To be held in the King Tom Club 223 Edensor Road, Edensor Park, Sydney. 

Over Saturday 13th June & Sunday 14th June. 
 

‘There will be displays and demonstrations by the Bankstown and Districts Lapidary Club as well as traders 
and dealers from around Australia. Items for sale by the many traders will include jewellery, gemstones, 

beads, opals, carvings, gem rough, lapidary cutting rough, fossils, meteorites,  
and mineral specimens from Australia and all over the world.’ 

 

*********** 

http://www.minsocvic.org.au/
http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026_delegate_registration_form.pdf
http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026_ballarat_accommodation_options.pdf
http://www.minsocvic.org.au/uploads/1/1/8/8/118850899/seminar_2026_discover_ballarat_-_places_of_interest.pdf
https://agamexpos.com.au/event/edensor-park-gem-crystal-expo/
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 Blaxland Gem & Mineral Club Gem Show 

 
Sat/Sun 15-16 August 2026.  8:30 to 4 pm daily 

 
‘Displays and Sales of lapidary work, gems, rocks, minerals, jewelry, beads and gemstones 

Entry: Adults $3, Children $1. Being held in the Glenbrook Community Hall 
Great Western Highway, Glenbrook (adjoining the Glenbrook Theatre).’ 

 

*********** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


